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ACTIVITY DURING INACTIVE TIMES 

As readers may have noticed on page one , UFORAN is gradual ly achieving its 
objective o f  estab lishing a worl d-wide network of correspondents to ensure compre­
hensive globa l coverage o f  UFO events. We warmly welcome our new and sincerely 
thank our existing correspondents for their val uable support. 

In addition to o ur correspondents ,  it is our intention to present , without 
prejudice , the work of al l researchers of high integrity , throughout the worl d ,  
whose materia l constructively re flects their deep and genuine desire to so l ve the 
UFO mystery. 

We greatly appreciate a l l our writers who disp l ay dedication and staying power 
which clear l y  il l ustrates the depth of their invol vement in UFO research. 

During "drought" years in UFO activity one can p l ainly see people of lesser 
interest becoming inactive and growing "rusty". We are not reproaching uncommitted 
people who eventual ly abandon their interest in UFOs because the stimul ation o f  
sightings is lacking , rather , our criticism lies with those who maintain responsi­
ble positions and fai l  to ful fil their obl igations because of a decline in reports 
and hence their motivation. 

UFORAN clear ly indicates that its correspondents and contributors are not 
suf fering from the undesirable condition of compl acency and apathy. For examp l e ,  
al though the l ast few years in Australia have been very quiet report-wise , Bil l  
Chal ker has used the extra time this has a l lowed him in a very positive and worth­
while manner. We congratul ate Bil l  on the outstanding achievement o f  gaining the 
confidence o f  the Roya l Australian Air Force {RAAF} and ,  there fore , being allowed 
access to a wea l th of material il l ustrating the nature and level of RAAF invo l vement 
in UFO investigations and bringing to light previous ly unknown cases. Bil l's access 
to RAAF files is the result o f  l ong and careful negotiations and , therefore , he is 
to be doub l y  commended on the excel lence of his dip lomacy. 

O f  course , when it comes to breakthroughs , Bil l is not alone - there are other 
individua l s  and organizations who have eliminated the attitude of "it can't be done" 
from their minds. In the United States , for examp l e ,  the Citizens Against UFO 
Secrecy {CAUS} have achieved truly remarkable success in an environment where the 
deck seemed to have been heavily stacked against them. Their attainments are the 
resul t of their sense of justice and determination. We extend to CAUS our congratu­
l ations and ongoing support. 

The acquisition o f  new knowledge , be it big or smal l ,  enl arges our overview 
o f  the unidentified flying object phenomenon. Only through a globa l overview 
can trends be identi fied and exp lored. A l l  contributors to , and supporters o f ,  
UFORAN recognize the magnitude o f  the UFO experience and the necessity o f  examin­
ing it eo-operational ly on a wor l d-wide scale. 

UFO research is the greatest adventure in human history for the possibil ity 
of contacting alien l i fe from space cou l d  revo l utionize science which is al ready 
gaining new know ledge as a consequence of UFO research-1 



far north <lllftnsland 
"MIN-MIN" LIGHTS ? 

BY RUS SEL L BOUND Y  

(UFORAN Correspondent Far North Queensland) 

-=-=- ---=-----�---=---===-----=-- -=---==-=------- _- --- - -=---��- -----�-

Todate, 1982 in Far North Queensland , in 

keeping with 198 1 , has been a quiet year . 
So far our most active month has been Jan­
uary during which two of the following 
three unidenti f ied s ightings oc curred . 

The first observation took place on Jan­
uary 2 0 , near the township of Petford , 
whi ch is approximate ly 75km south-west o f  
Mareeba , where a t  8 p . m . , whi lst walking 
towards an outs ide toi let , a 2 2  year old 
man res iding at the Petford rai lway lodg­
ings , which back onto a farm property 
reservoir known as McGrath Dam , noticed a 
bright l ight moving towards the reservoir 

·from the south-east . 

The " round l ight , with an orange tinge " , 
was approximate ly 400m away trave l l ing at 
ground level ac ross the reservoir at an 
estimated 60km/h . Reaching the opposite 
bank the obj ect made a " le ft turn " into 

the s crub and disappeared . 

When the witness recounted his s ighting 
of the "beach ball " s ized soundles s  l ight 
which did not affect the water surface it 
trave l led only centimetres above , he was 
told by local res i dents that it was " only 
the Petford Min-Min l ight " .  

Several days later , on January 2 3 , at 
approximate ly 9 p . m . , two ten year old boys , 

named Peter and Hagen , l iving at Be llenden 
Ker ,  58km south of Cairns , observed an un­
usual obj ect for an estimated one and a 
hal f hours . 

The weather at Bel lenden Ker was partly 
c loudly but overall quite clear . The boys 
were swimming in Hagen's fami ly pool while 
watching l ightning from an electrical storm 
over the sea , east o f  the coastal ranges , 
when 4km away in the mangroves , towards the 
ranges in the east , Hagen saw a l ight, " l ike 
a l ight-house flashing " , and drew Peter ' s  
attention to what they decided must be a 
l ight from a boat on the Rus sel l  River . 

Eventually , this l ight which appeared 

" now and again . . .  flashing and going away 

. . .  then coming back" began moving south-

wards . Hagen stated its appearance changed 

to " a  beam of light" and when he looked at 
the "end "  of the beam he saw " a  kind o f  
glowing bright , pinky coloured , ball " . 

The obj ect which was now �bove the man­
grove s crub travelled quickly through the 
air and , according to the boys , traversed 
a distance of approximately 5km in 4- 5 
seconds . 

The unusual phenomena then stopped 2 00m 
above the ground while the white beam of 
l ight it emanated began moving in an arc 
from west to south and back again continu­
ous ly .  During most of the s ighting this 
beam was di re cted upwards (when behind the 
mangroves) but during the final stages it 
shone horizonta lly from the pink l ight-ball . 

Realizing they were watching something 
very strange the boys went ins ide to fetch 
Hagen's mother but when they returned 15 
seconds later the obj ect had dis appeared . 

,.-----------------------· -·---- -------------
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In conclus ion , the fol lowing case which 
rece ived extens ive newspaper coverage , re­

mains largely unexpldined . 

At 3 a . m .  on March 14 , 1982 , at Maj ors 
Creek , near Woodstock - 40km south of 
Townsvi l le , a Mrs Movl iatti was visi ting 
an outs ide toi let when she witnessed a very 
bright , circular light stationary , 30- 40m 
away , above trees . Mrs Movl iatti watched 
the object for a few minutes before call ing 
another three witnesses from the house . All 
four people observed the phenomena which was 

" ci rcular , reddish pink in colour simi lar to 

3 
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burn ing magnes ium" and "appeared to be spin­
ning" for 10-15 minutes during which it 
darted away and returned . Eventually , the 
obj ect speeded off and faded or di sappeared 
in the di stance . 

Although most newspapers related the 

bas ic sighting details correctly one or two 
ment ioned the mysterious disappearance o f  
cattle and ducks from the property a t  the 
time of the event . UFO Research ( FNQ) in-

vestigation found the claim of miss ing cat­
tle had been fabricated by one of the wit­
nesses . At the time some cattle had es caped 
through a break in the property fence but 
were soon found - none of the witnesses had 
any knowledge of the missing ducks which 
were reported in some newspapers. 

The obj ect observed is in keeping with 
other des criptions of "Min-Min" l ights . l  

western cx�ttralia 
ESPERANCE CAR PACE 
BY MICHAEL B ORLEY 

(UFORAN Correspondent Western Australia) 

INTRODUCTION 

I I 
�----------1 

I I 

D 

The following report recounts an incident 
that took place on the South Coast Highway , 
approximately 3km out of Munglinup , heading 
towards Esperance, 97km away, on the morn­
ing of March 28, 1982. The total distance 
travelled by the two percipents during the 
encounter was 100km - this journey which 
should have taken no longer than 60 or 70 
minutes in reality amounted to 1� hours. 
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Both witnes ses , who are suffering a m 1 n 1 mum 
time los s  of 20 minutes and a maximum of 40 
minutes , feel that their sighting of an UFO , 
with an exhaust vapour when accelerating , is 
somehow res ponsible. 

INCIDENT DETAILS 

Date: Sunday March 28 , 1982. 
Time: 0300 hours Western Australian time. 
Witnes ses: Mrs Francis Coll ins, 34 years 

old - a shop owner in Esperance. 
Mrs Maggie Yeend, 42 years old 
- a potter and weaver in 
Esperance. 

Weather Conditions: Clear sky with stars 
and planets visible. 

Description of UFO: A soundles s ,  round , 
hazily outlined, 
magnesium-bright object. 

ASSOCIATED EFFECTS 

Possible effect on engine of witnes s• Combie 
van because vehicle could not go any faster 
than 80km/h whilst paced by UFO. 

DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT 

The driver , Mrs Yeend' s  s tatement: 110n Sun­
day , 28th March, 1982 , we were on our way 



Western Australia 

back to E sperance. We were 3km pas t  
Munglinup (when) the UFO appeared to come 
over the roof of the Combie - it s tayed 
about 200m in front all the way to 
Esperance. When it firs t  appeared I was 
astonished - I could not believe my eye s . 
I woke Francis up. For the first twenty 
minutes we were s cared , but gradually we 
realis ed the UFO meant us no harm. Occas ­
ionally it would go from one s ide of the 
road t o  the other , it was then that we could 
see the other 1 igh t s  underneath it - they 
were white , red and yellow. On one occasion 
it seemed to bank right and circle round. 
There was no sound. lt was about the s ize 
of a small helicopter - a very bright ob­
ject in front of us. The UFO wa s abou t 20m 
in the air. There are no bends in th i s  
highway. A truck approached us (and) the 
UFO emitted some kind of sprayer mist from 
the back as it sped away in the sky. lt 
returned when the truck had gone. When we 
got to Es perance the UFO hovered over the 
Bay". 

The pas s enger , Mrs Co I J i ns • s tatement: '' I 
was woken up by Maggie (who) said 'look a 
UFO ' .  I could not believe my eyes - there 
right in front of us was this large , bright , 
round object. I was s ea red - both of us 
were s cared. Every now and then it would 
go from one s ide of the road to the other , 
when it did I saw s ome more lights on (its) 
bottom - they were red , white and yellow. 
We thought we saw s ome green but realised 
it was the sun-s t rip on the top of the wind­
s creen. After a while we weren't so s cared 
- it just seemed to be looking at us. 
Maggie daren't go too fast otherwise we 
might have gone underneath the UFO. There 
was no sound (and) no other vehicle on the 
road. I was looking through the window 
when I saw an identical light to my left 
over the hills , about 5° above the horizon. 
Later on I also saw to my lef t , about 60m 
off t he road in the bush , a small blue 
light about the size of a s mall lamp glow. 
When the t ruck came up the UFO moved away 
but as i t  did a kind of mist or spray came 
out. lt was like looking at  a 1 ight bulb 
in the dark after you sprayed round with a 
spray can. A t  one t ime the UFO moved to 
the left s ide of the Combie (and) I was 
able to s ee it through another part of the 
van. When we got to Esperance the UFO mov­
ed off into the sky over Esperance Bay , it 
jus t  stayed still in the sky. We drove to 
the Police Station but there was no-one 

there. I knew a Police officer who 1 ived 
oppos ite me s o  I went t o  his place and woke 
him up. I told him what had happened t o  us 
on the way back home - we went outside and 
I showed him t he UFO. I told him I had to 

tell someone in authority - he agreed tha t 
it was not a s tar or anything else. I was 
tired so I went home , the UFO was s till in 
the sky over Esperance Bay". 

Police Constable Gordon is 28 years old and 
has been a Police Officer for eleven years. 
Police Constable Gordon's statement: " I  was 
woken at ten to four in•the morning of 28th 
March , by Mrs Collins who was in a terrified 
state. She said that she and Maggie Yeend 
had been followed by a UFO from Munglinup to 
Esperan ce. Mrs Collins said the UFO was 
hovering over the bay ( s o) we went outside 
and about lkm out and 1 or 2km up from the 
horizon was a bright round object - the 
colour was like hallogen headlight s. The 
1 ight did not move. I dis cus sed the s ight­
ing with Mrs Col lins for about 20 minutes. 
The UFO did not do anything, (its) direction 
when first sighted was north north-east 
about 2km above the ground , 25° above the 
horizon. We were all tired so we went back 
to our beds - the UFO was still there. The 
weather was very good - no clouds. lt was 
not a star , nor a moon , and certainly not 
Venus .  The next night the weather was the 
same but the light was not there. 

SUMMARY 

The Esperance Bureau of Meteorology records 
that at 3 a.m. on March 28 , 1982 , there was 
no cloud , the wind speed was 0506 Dl KT , vis ­
ibility was 20km , temperature l0°C , and the 
barometric pres sure was 1026 millibars. 

Pearce Air Base (RAAF) and Jandakot Airport 
were contacted but both report no aircraft 
in the area at the time. 

Perth UFO Research Group checked with people 
working in the area in an attemp t to uncover 
corroborative information in connection with 
the report ed incident. Statistically it 
appears that two out of three people in this 
locality had s een UFOs or s trange 1 ights. 

Fellow investigator K. Johnston and I are of 
the opinion that the three witnes ses are 
reliable. 

I nvestigations are continuing.l 

5 



1981 - AN UPDATE BY KEITH ROBERTS 

Reports to the Tasmanian 
UFO Investigation Centre 
during the pas t year were 
at a low level . Compared 
with activity in the mid 
19 70s , the flow of uniden­
ti fied cases has almost 
ceased . Seven unexplained 

cases were noted during the year , four of 
whi ch occured in February - the fourth case 
at Ross was investigated some twe lve months 
after the event . 

This s ighting whi ch probably occured on 
February 3 ,  19 8 1 , at 9 . 40 p . m. ,  involved 
two witnesses travell ing home together by 
car . Mrs A ,  the owner of the car , was vis­
ited when a second hand report came to the 
Centre's attention . 

Mrs A reports she and he r pas senger were 

about a kilometre north of Ross when she 
first noticed a bright white l ight to the 
west which she thought to be a plane be­
cause it descended in front of some low 
hills . Mrs A took little more notice as 
they continued on towards the town centre , 

that is , until the ob j ect changed direction 
and slowly approached the local hotel -
growing in size it appeared there was going 
to be a crash . Not wanting to be involved 
in the impending disaster Mrs A pul led up 
300- 400 metres from the hote l and said to 
her elderly passenger "look at that" . The 
pas senger , however , was looking for some­
thing on the road and saw nothing at this 
stage . There was no other tra ffic about 
and no noise or effects on the percipients 

or motor vehicle . 

Mrs A estimated the obj ect was moving 
slowly at a height of 30 metres and had an 
apparent s ize twice that of the moon . It 
was e l l iptical in shape and a greenish 
metal l ic colour with go ld light beams is­
suing from either side .  The witness ex­
plained with difficulty that the obj e ct 
presented the same appearance despite its 

changes in direction . 

When the UFO reached the hotel it sudden­
ly shot up and away to the south and was now 
visible to Mrs A's passenger . The phenomena 
dwindled in size and dis appeared in a couple 
of seconds . 

The following case involved a lone motor­
ists who contacted the Centre on the day 
following his s ighting of a green light at 
11 . 1 5  p . m .  on the evening of November 1 7 ,  
19 8 1 . 

The witness was driving home from Dover 
to Southport when he noticed the unusual 
light as he drove up a rise when leaving 
Dover . At first he did not take a great 
deal of interest in the light-source as he 
trave l led the 6 ki lometres to Raminea , how­
ever , he decided to stop when it appeared 
to be getting lower and closer . 

There was no noise as the hal f moon­
sized , circular , light seemed to move about 

in a confined area , changing direction and 
elevation several times . A few minutes 
later the witness noticed that the phenomena 

was moving away - a glow lit up the trees 
in its vicinity as it moved o f f .  The obser­
ver continued his j ourney home but was able 
to see the glow behind the rise for some 
time . 

The witness reports that Venus was vis i­
ble when he arrived home where he watched 
televis ion till near midnight at whi ch time 
he , and his wi fe , went outside to see if 
there was any sign o f  the phenomena . 
Together , they noticed a white l ight to the 
west which they watched for 30 minutes as 
it s lowly moved northwards at the same 
height and finally disappeared behind high 

cloud in the north , north-west . 

The above cases are o f  extra interest rela­
tive to reports received earl ier in 1981 . 

One case on February 20 , occurred a few 
ki lometres north of Ross , whi lst a red noc­
turnal l ight was reported on April 11 , over 
the area south of Dover . l  

PHENOMENA RESEARCH/UFO RESEARCH 

In Western Australia a new group has been formed by Don Ferguson called PHENOMENA 

RESEARCH/UFO RESEARCH. Anyone living in Don's area who is interested in joining this group 

is invited to contact him at: 5 Stallard Court, Australind WA 6232.1 
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AUSTRALIA -1981 

BY THE AUSTRALIAN CENTRE FOR UFO STUDIES 

In Aus tralia 1981 was a very quiet year wi th 
report numbers being at a record l ow in 
every state . Thi s  arti cl e detail s the more 
interest i ng reports which were ei ther in­
ves tiga ted by the Australian Centre for 
UFO Studi es ' member organi sa tions or which 
came to the a t ten tion of the Cen tre during 
the year. 

Our first 19 81 report occurred at 
Minlaton ( 1} in South Aus tral ia on January 
6 .  At approximately 10 . 30 p . m .  a man and 
his wi fe who had stopped in a parking bay , 
intending to spend the night in their car , 
obs erved a silent nocturnal light of a �o 
angular s ize at an elevation o f  4 5° which 
travelled from north to south at �4° per 
s econd . This extreme ly bright wh ite l ight 

was viewed through 16x50 binoculars by the 
husband who des cribed it as egg shaped with 

five to seven circular l ights on its under­
s ide . 

Our second event took place on the night 

of January 8/9 , when two men who w�re sail­
ing their yacht near Flinders I s l and ( 2) ,  
o f f  the north-eas tern coast o f  Tasmania ,  
at about 11 p . m .  s aw two white l ights with 
a beam puls ing i rregularly , from left to 
right , between them . Later a 2 0  metre 
area around the boat was illuminated by 
an uns een source . At 9 a . m .  the next morn­
ing the men found their battery , whi ch had 
been fully charged the day be fore , was flat . 
Also a battery operated c lock had s topped . 

Tasmania ( 3) was a lso the scene of the 
next encounter when at 8 . 30 p . m .  on Feb­
ruary 20 , two people , whilst driving , wit­
nessed a huge stationary white ball with a 
s ilver-blue edge which was 2 0 0  metres away 

and suspended lOO met res above a paddock . 
Thi s  b all exploded into a large area o f  in­
tense light which was brighter than day and 
painful to the eyes . The light then con­

tracted back to its ball shape , whi ch be­
came a white sphere with red edges , and 
began falling from the sky . Understandab ly , 
the witnesses fled the area without a back­

ward glance. 

On March 4, at Butchers Hill ( 4) in 

Queensland , five people observed , at times 
through binoculars , one large and four 
smaller oval shapes whi ch were coloured 
bright white with an orange-golden glow 
i lluminating their bases . The four small­
er obj ects manoeuvered around the larger 
unti l  they all moved below the horizon . 
Twenty minutes later the larger oval reap­
peared moving s lowly upwards and south­
wards until it eventually "merged " with 
Jupiter . S ix photographs , taken by the 
witnes ses , were forwarded to ACUFOS ' photo­
graphi c  cons ultant but were found to be 
blank - apparently because the witnesses 
were unfamil iar with the camera . 

Another group of people , said to number 
twenty , witne ssed a large red obj ect with 

flashing lights at Gumdale ( 5} ,  a Brisbane 
suburb , on March 19 , at 9 . 30 p . m .  This ob­
j ect reportedly swooped low over houses be­
fore departing at speed . UFOR ( Qld) were 
unable to conduct a full investigation due 
to wi tness non-cooperation . 

We believe it is important to also in­
clude in thi s  article a few solved cases 

because in the pas t some Australian events 
have been written up as unexplained in 
overseas pub lications when a conventional 
explanation had been found in this country . 

Near Panuara (6) in New South Wales , on 
Apri l 5 ,  three people who were spotlight 
shooting saw what they took to be a "UFO " 
at close range . This UFO moved towards the 
hunters shining a huge spotlight upon them . 
However , the next day this craft was found 
to be a crop-dusting plane which was work­

ing at night by its own spot light . 

Back to the unexplained . 

A pulsating red nocturnal light at 10° 
north-west , travelling south , was observed 

at Partridge Island ( 7) , off Tasmania , on 
April 11 . Eventually the light dropped 
below a dip in the hill line . No aircraft 

were in the area . 

A couple at Tinamba ( 8) , in Victoria 
witnessed a red/white flashing light on 

7 
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April 14 . Two weeks later three perfect 

lOcm wide circles , approximately 3m in dia­
meter , forming an overlapping 5m diameter 
triangle , were discovered 200m from thei r  

homestead o n  level ground . A white chalky 
subs tance was found in the soil o f  the cir­
cles which pos s ibly indicates fungus caus­
ing the rings . 

E ight people , from two dif fe rent pro­
perties , ne ar Malanda (9) in northern 
Queensland obse rved a very unusual light 
at 6 . 4 5 pm . , on April 15 , which had a 
" spotlight " appearance and was stationary 
at a low elevation in the northern sky . 
The light source appeared to illuminate 
vegetation on the brow of a hill be fore con­
tracting to a smaller pink light and moving 

away in a zig-zag traj ectory and disappear­
ing in the north- east. 

On the pitch black night o f  May 1 6 , near 
Cocklediddy (10) , on the Nullabor Plains 

which stretch across Western and South 
Australia , two people , trave lling by car , 
were surprised to see a glowing bright red 
dome- like structure a few metres from the 

front right hand s ide of thei r  vehicle . 
The ob j ect which was both stationary and 
soundless dis appeared when the witnesses 
drew level with it , however ,  a pink glow , 
moving westwards , was observed in the rear 
v1s1on mirror . Despite the coldness of the 
night both witnesses experienced an uncom­
fortable heating of their bodies . 

The evening of June 2 2 , at Forreston 
(11) in South Australia , was dark and misty 

with limi ted vis ibility . Above pine trees , 
in th is lonely setting , a woman and her son 
and daughter encountered a large orange 
glow whi ch filled their front winds creen 
and puls ed on and off at one second inter­
vals . The fami ly group seemed to drive 
beneath this phenomena be fore they had time 

to stop the i r  vehicle to better obs erve the 
glow whi ch immediately vanished . 

A family of e ight , travelling between 
Cai rns and Mt Isa ( 1 2) in northern Queens­

land on July 1 1 , were paced by a "huge " 

obj ect enci rcled by red lights and emitting 
white beams from its underside which illum­
inated trees and hills . After hal f an hour 
the ob j ect le ft but later returned for ten 

minutes be fore finally departing . 

A spectacular " formation " of l ights 
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travelling south to north at 2 5° elevation 

in the east , crossed the Adelaide {13) sky 
on July 20 . Dozens of callers described a 
bright light followed by 20-40 smaller 
lights , with multi-coloured tails , which 
moved soundlessly over the horizon . Anal­
ysis indicates that a meteor caused this 
unexpected l ight show . 

An unusual "coffin" shaped obj ect with 
angular s ides and corners and a ring of 
yellow and white lights switching on and 
off in its top section , plus a blue light 
at its centre , was observed pas sing 200 

metres overhead by a miner at Darkey Forest 
( 14) in New South Wales , on August 2 .  No 

vehicle or radio interference was noted 
despite the obj ect emitting a faint hum and 
casting a sweeping pale yellow beam o f  

light from s ide t o  s ide ahead of itself . 

A group of fi fteen bright s ilent obj ects 
were witnessed by three men off the Bunbury 
( 1 5) coast , in Western Australia , during 
the daylight hours of Augus t 2 5 .  This 
" formation" reportedly hovered prior to 
moving rapidly north and very suddenly 
as cending vert ically without changing speed . 
There were no ai rcraft in the area . 

The next day at Albany ( 16) , also in 
Western Australia , a soundless obj ect with 
three red lights and two flashing white 
lights flew in front o f  two men travelling 
by car . Stopping their vehicle the men 
disembarked to watch this strange undulat­
ing obj ect whi ch hovered above a paddock 
by the roads ide for about a minute be fore 
moving off . 

What must be regarded as the case of the 

year , i f  true , occurred near Nowra (17) , 
New South Wales , in September. A Mr F .  
Burke was driving �when his car became 
enveloped in a blazing light which alleged­

ly melted a tape recorder and caused sor­
ness in the witness ' leg and fingernails . 
The Centre was unable to mount an investig­
ation . 

On the night o f  September 2 7 , a Tooperang 
( 1 8) ,  South Australian , farmer , whilst rid­
ing his motorbike , was enveloped by an in­
tense 3 metre wide " tube of light " which 
was soundless and odourless and emanated 
from an unseen source . The farmer rode 
home illuminated by this light which even­

tually " shut off" . For the following five 



AUSTRALIA -1981 

days he experienced red , watering , eyes and 
an aching " like the flu " . 

In Tasmania ,  on the following evening 
( September 2 8) ,  an amber , s tationary , light 
three t imes larger than Venus was observed 
whils t Venus was also vis ible . After five 
minutes the light moved slowly southwards 
emanating rays from its unders ide as i t  
rapidly picked up speed , zig-zagged over 
mountains , and disappeared . 

At 2 a . m . on the moring o f  October 1 7 , 
the crew o f  an Air Cargo Ll8 8  aircra ft , 
flying from Sydney to Brisbane ( 19 )  tracked 

two targets on radar at an estimated 40 
nautical miles west of their track - north 

west of the plane . These targets were also 
tracked on the Sydney Air Traf fic Control 

radar despite there being no known aircraft 

in the area at the t ime . Near Newcas tle 
both targets vanished . 

1981 ' s  last notable event took place 
near Clare ( 20) , in South Aus tralia , on 
October 2 5 ,  where a young woman , returning 
home , was paced by a white oblong light of 
�o angular s ize ( moons ized) which twice il­
luminated her car and surrounding country­
s ide and was poss ibly respons ible for inter­
ference on her car radio . This light was 
brighter and lower in elevation than Venus . 
As readers may recall the Clare area ex­
perienced many UFO events during the 1968- 7 2  
period . 

So here ended yet another quiet Aust­
ralian ufological year . 

forum 
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W i  I I iam H .  SP a u  I dirut ' s  "Federa I .HYP o t he s i s "  {UFO RAN March-APri I , 1982} s u f f ers from one 
maj o r  flaw - one whi ch I fear i s  f a t al to the t he orY . E i ther North Amer i c an UFOs are a 
d i f f erent Phenomenon t o  tho s e  re P ort e d  in t he re s t  o f  the world, or els e we have the un­
Pre c ede n t e d  and unbelievable event o f  everY maj or �overnment in the world a c t in� in a 
c on cert e d  mann er for a common c a us e .  There is no evidence wha t s o ever tha t e it her the 
A u s t rali an o r  New Z e aland �overnme n t s  have ever done anYt hin� t he le as t b i t  intel li�ent 
abo u t  UFOs, a s  B il I Chalker ' s  re cent triP to C anberra has shown . I s erio u s lY do ubt that 
even the Un i t ed St a t e s  � overnment wo uld be c a P a ble of ma int a in in� the f ix ed PolicY re q u ir­
ed bY t he Federal HYP o t he s is,  r i�ht t hro u�h the n umero u s  chan� e s  in admini s tra t ion tha t 
have o c c urred s ince 1948. 

Gove rnments and �ove rnment a�en c i e s  t en d  t o  be b o t h  ine f fi c i en t  and ine f f e c t ive . Let ' s  
s t o P  � iv in� t hem a re P u t a t ion f or cleve rn e s s  whi ch theY do no t des erve . - Frank Gillespie. 
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AIRLINE CREW OBSERVATIONS 
BY KEITH BASTERFIELD 

Surprisingly when we examine unidentified 
flying object reports by aircraft crew mem­
bers in Australia, prior to the mid 1950s, 
we discover some remarkable events. 

Our first case was unearthed as a single 
page report form held by an Adelaide UFO 
group and as such was never investigated. 
This must be borne in mind when considering 
the nature of the event. 

Mr T.R.H. Royal, a bomber pilot, of 
Scarborough, Queensland, was flying over 
Bass Strait when a dark "shadow" appeared 
alongside his plane and kept pace with it 
for about 18 to 20 minutes. The object 
seemed to have a flickering light and bel­
ched flame from its rear end (1). 

The altitude was 4,500 feet and the only 
distinct part of the object was the 5 metres 
of the rear end which the exhaust illumin­
ated. The strange apparition maintained 
a distance of 30 - 50 metres from the 
Beaufort bomber before accelerating away 
at approximately three times the aircraft 's 
speed. 

During the event all radio and direction 
finding equipment allegedly refused to 
function. 

Our next report occurred several years 
later during July, 1952, near Sydney, New 
South Wales (2). 

Captain Bob Jackson of Australian Nat­
ional Arlines (ANA), a pilot with more than 
8,000 flying hours, said he "met" a UFO 
near Sydney which he did not report at the 
time for fear of ridicule. 

Captain Jackson stated: " I  was flying 
towards Mascot, near Worinora Dam, about 
11 p.m., when suddenly I saw a flash of 
1 i ght. I watched (an object) with an 
orange coloured light at the tail, flash 
past towards the coast near Wollongong. 
Naturally, the first thing I did was to 
call Mascot Tower to ask if any other 
planes were in the vicinity. They replied 
their radar proved negative. 

'"About two minutes 1 ater the thing ap­
peared again. lt made a complete circle 
around us and vanished again towards the 
coast at a terrific speed. I can't explain 
it. All I know is it was nerve-wrecking 

1 0  

I mentioned to control that if their radar 
failed to pick up an object - and it was a 
definite object - then it must be a flying 
saucer. They laughed, so I 've kept quiet 
about it''. 

Sometime prior to 1953 whilst flying in a 
northerly direction from Canberra, on their 
way to Sydney, Trans Australian Airline (TAA) 
pilots Captain Gordon Sauage and First Of­
ficer F.E. Hastilow sighted an unidentified 
object to their east, above their aircraft, 
which they described as a very powerful 
white light changing at 15 second invervals 
to red. 

Captain Sauage climbed to 5,000 feet to 
get a better look at the indefinite object 
which was moving away from them at high speed 
and eventually vanished into a veil of atmos­
pherics. As soon as the light-source dis­
appeared the witnesses put on their naviga­
tion lights and a few minutes later the 
phenomena reappeared from the same area. 

Captain Sauage later decided that he had 
observed the planet Venus whilst Co-pilot 
Hastilow, who had over 5,000 flying hours, 
did not believe he had seen Venus (3). 

I n  1953, south of Mackay, Queensland, 
Captain B.L. Jones sighted a flying "fish 
bowl" with an illuminated glass dome which 
manoeuvered quickly around his plane, a DC3, 
then crossed his path and disappeared into 
the west. Later Mr W. Overell, 0. I .C. 
Mackay Control Tower and Mr Frank Hines, 
radio operator, also reported the object (4). 

An ANA pilot, Captain D. Barker, believed 
he saw a flying saucer at 10.15 a.m. on Jan­
uary 1, 1954, not far from Melbourne in 
Victoria. 

Captain Barker, who was at his home in 
East Doncaster, said he saw a semi-transpar­
ent, disc-shaped, object like a top travel­
ling approximately 2,000 feet above the 
Yarra Valley in the direction of Templestowe. 
The witness estimated the object to be 3-4 
km away and said that it looked about four 
times the size of a DC4 at that distance. 
'' I t  was t rave 1 1  i ng at high speed and seemed 
to be oscillating in and out of the clouds". 

Captain Barker reported the object to the 
Civial Aviation Officer at Essendon and rang 
the Herald Newspaper to see if anyone else 
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had reported the UFO, but the Herald had 
no other reports (5). 

Barker relates: 111 sighted it first 
over the Templestowe brickworks between 
2� and 5 miles away on the approach path 
to Essendon. lt was four or five times 
larger than a large passenger aircraft. 
The object was transparent and a smoky cel­
luloid colour, with a bit of a tail and a 
mushroom shaped head. lt oscillated in and 
out of the cloud and in about 6 miles 
changed its course to a north-easterly di­
rection. It was t rave 1 1  i ng faster than 
any jet plane that I have ever seen (6)11 • 

The Civil Aviation authorities informed 
that a Convair was over the Yarra Valley 
at about the time the object was observed. 
Captain Barker replied: 111 •ve never seen 
anything less like a Convair. First of 
all, it was huge - about four times the 
size of a DC4. lt was travelling about 
700 m.p.h., well below the minimum altitude 
for the safety of a norma 1 aircraft. I 
see Convairs every day, but this resembled 
no aircraft I know11• 

The witness, who is an experienced pilot, 
said he saw the 11saucer11 from outside his 
house in Doncaster. 11lt stayed in sight for 
about ten seconds. Hanging beneath it was 
what appeared to be an observation car. 
The UFO was metallic and glinted in the sun 
- shafts of light occasionally shot through 
the saucer as if it were made of celluloid11• 
Despite the occasional transparency, Capt. 
Barker said he was convinced that the 
craft was made of solid metal. 

The experts replied that the witness had 
seen 11reflections from a Convair in flight 
- one was testing its landing gear over 
Eltham - could have looked 1 ike a •flying 
mushroom• to a ground observer. Neither 
the Convair Captain, Capt. J.P. Boyd, nor 
radar screen operators at Essendon saw 
anything unusua 1 . Capt. Boyd 1 s Conva i r was 
flying in and out of cloud at 2,000 feet 
about 10.15 a.m. - about the time Capt. 
Barker saw the strange object11• 

The witness stated: 111 t 1 s main body was 
elliptical with a long shaft about the same 
length as its body hanging below it. At 
the end of this thin, slightly curved shaft, 
was a sort of control tower11• 

Capt. Bovd said that during his flight he 
tested the Convair1s landing gear and at 
10.15 a.m. would have been near Templestowe. 
The Aviation Traffic Supervisor at Essendon, 
Mr R.H. Doyle, said their two radar units 
would have picked up any objects travelling 
at high speed. The Department of Civial 
Aviation director, Mr A.R. McComb, believes 
that Captain Barker saw the reflection of a 
Convair, but admitted that Captain Barker was 
11a very experienced pi 1 ot and un 1 i ke 1 y to 
imagine things11• 

Capt. Douglas Barker, a veteran ANA pilot, 
disagreed 11most definitely11 with civil 
aviation experts that his flying mushroom 
was a reflection of a Convair aircraft in 
flight; and with 17 years and nearly 14,000 
hours flying experience behind him, his col­
leagues were inclined to back him up. 111 
just don 1t accept the department 1 s version. 
At the time I saw the mushroom, the sky was 
completely overcast. I don1t know much about 
the workings of 1 ight, but I fail to see how 
the reflection of a Convair could come 
through the heavy cloud11• The object 11would 
fly into the clouds for a second or two then 
sink down to the clear sky. Its colour seem­
ed to be changing from clear plastic to sky 
blue. I couldn 1t possibly confuse this with 
any plane11• 

Finally, we complete our reveiw with the 
case of a pilot flying a Sea Fury aircraft, 
on a cross country flight from the Navy Air 
Station at Nowra, on the night of August 31, 
1954. 

The pilot was travelling at 220 knots in 
the Goulburn, NSW, area and was at 13,000 
feet when two lighted objects passed him. 

lt is reported that radar operators at 
Nowra recorded three objects in the area, i.e. 
the aircraft and two others. The only other 
aircraft in the area was a TAA Convair. 
Some reports also add that the pilot was a 
Lieutenant 01Farrell who picked up the ob­
jects on the aircraft•s radar (7). 

SOURCES: (1} The "Australian Saucer Record" Vol.3 No.1, 
T§57.'1).16. (2) Melbourne "Sun" newspaper 5.1.54. 
(3) "Australasian Post" 31.12.53 p.10. (4) "Australasian 
Post" 31.12.53 p.11, Melbourne "Sun" 2.1.54. (5) Melbourne 
"Herald" 1.1.54. (6) Melbourne "Age" 2.1.54. (7) "Sydney 
Morning Herald" 16.12.54 & 17.12.54, Hobart "Mercury" 
16.12.54, Melbourne "Argus" 16.12.54, "The Edge of Reality" 
Hynek and Val Ieee, Regnery, Chicago, 1975 pp.58-59.1 
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UFOs PACE AIRCRAFT IN KENYA 
BY MARK MORAVEC 

In the course of his investigations, a UFO 
researcher often uncovers UFO sightings of 
years past which the witness has not pre­
viously reported. Some of these reports 
refer to sightings made overseas before the 
witness settled in Australia. Such was the 
case when I was interviewing a young lady 
who had seen a "daylight cigar", only to 
find that her father had experienced a 
rather spectacular sighting whilst flying 
an airplane over Kenya in 1966. During his 
career as a pilot, the witness has chalked 
up some 14,500 hours of flying experience. 
Here are the main details of the sighting: 

The reporting witness (name on file) was 
piloting a DC3 East African Airways air­
plane, doing the early morning paper run 
from Mombasa to Nairobi. lt was a Sunday 
morning, just after dawn, and they were 
flying in a northerly direction at a speed 
of 135 knots. Pilot and co-pilot suddenly 
noticed six disc or lens-shaped objects to 
the right of the aircraft cockpit. The 
objects were in formation and were 3! to 
4 miles distant at an angle of elevation of 
15-20° below the airplane. They were com­
ing up on the inside of a range of hills 
that run northward to Nairobi. They appear­
ed to be metallic in appearance, like the 
aluminium skin of an aircraft, brightly re­
flecting the sun. 

The objects kept pace with the aircraft 
for about 15 to 20 minutes, always maintain­
ing the same direction and speed. At vari­
ous times they were observed against a back­
ground of both sky and the crests of hills. 
The witnesses checked with Nairobi Control 
and were told that no jets were flying over 
Nairobi at the time. Apparent size of the 
formation as a whole was comparable to the 
size of the moon (half a degree). 

When 30 miles south-east of Nairobi the 
objects suddenly, with almost instantaneous 
acceleration, turned to the right (east) in 
an angular climb. They were now above the 
witneses• aircraft and disappeared as a 
group in a north north-easterly direction 
up the valley and towards the northern 
frontier district of Kenya. The objects 
disappeared at a terrific speed - they were 
there one second and out of sight the next. 

No features or markings on the objects 
were observed and there was no visible re­
action thrust (means of propulsion). No-

1 2  

thing was observed on the radar screen -
presumably Nairobi didn't have the long dis­
tance radar operating because no aircraft 
were in the air at the time. The sun had 
just come up in the east at 15 to 20° ele­
vation above the horizon ( the objects were 
about 15 to 20° below). Weather conditions 
were good; visibility was about 80 to 100 
miles (the usual conditions during an East 
African morning), and there was not much low 
cloud. After landing at Nairobi, the wit­
nesses were interviewed for 5 or 6 minutes 
to determine if the objects could have been 
meteors or RAF Vampire jets. No explanation 
was found. 

What could the objects have been? The 
extremely fast ascent of the objects and the 
negative check with Nairobi Control rule out 
an aircraft as a possible explanation. The 
witness stated he was flying over bush coun­
try with no buildings. This rules out a 
simple reflection of ground light sources. 
The possibility that the phenomenon was a 
sundog (a reflected image of the sun produc­
ed under certain meteorological conditions) 
might be supported by the facts that 

(a) the objects were the same angle below 
the airplane as the sun was above the 
horizon; and 

(b) angular size of the group of objects as 
a whole was the same as the angular 
size of the sun. 

However, this hypothesis doesn't seem to be 
able to explain the facts that 

(a) six objects were seen; 

(b) which were metallic in appearance; and 

(c) disappeared at an extremely fast speed 
in an upward climb. 

Therefore, on the information available, 
evaluate the sighting as unexplained. 

THE OBJECTS 
Diagram of witness ' sketch I 



Australian Space Science 

I n  his article "SPa c e  As tronomY in the 1980s 
-A u s tralia's R ole"? Pro f e s s or D.S. 
Ma t h ews on, Dire c t or o f  t h e  Mo unt S tromlo 
and Sidin� SPrin� O bs erva t orie s  wri t e s :  

" I  bel i eve tha t  Austral ia i s  snoozing 
in bl issful obl i vion to the Space Age , 
and tha t we are soon in for a rude 
shock when Space Age sci ence and tech­
nology developed by other coun tri es 
puts us into the Sci enti fic Third Worl d" . 

It is un l ik elY t h a t  t h ere wo uld b e  any­
one in A u s tralia w h o  wo uld wis h t h e  above 
f a t e  uPon o ur n a tion. Fort una t ely, it is 
avoid able, e sPe cial IY if o ur Fe d eral Gov­
ernment c an be Pers u ade d t o  ma k e  f un d s  
available f o r  one SPa c e  A s tronomY Pro j e ct 
and one R a dio A s tronomY Pro j e c t  which w e  
c an a f f ord, a n d  w h i c h  wil I P u t  A u s t ralia 
a t  t h e  f orefron t  o f  SPa c e  Science. Th e two 
Pro j e c t s  are "STARLAB" and t h e  "AUSTRAL I A  
TELESCO PE'1• Neit h er re c eive d  anY f un d  in� 
in t he A u� u s t  1981 F e d eral B u d�e t .  Th e 
f o l  lowin� exPlana t ion o f  t h e  Pro j e c t s  and 
t h e ir u s e f ulne s s  to A us tralia wil 1, I hope, 
h elP r e a d ers to und ers t an d  whY it is e s s en­
tial that t he Y  re c e ive f un d s  in the 1982 
B u d�e t. 

AUSTRALIA TELESCOPE 

Followin� World War II, A u s t ralian s cien­
t is t s  w ere amo n�s t t h e  Pione ers o f  t h e  n ew 
s cience o f  Ra dio A s tronomy. Th� Po s s e s s e d  
s u f ficient e xPertis e t o  a t tra c t  f un d s  from 

o t h er c o untries,  s u c h  as t h e  USA, e nablin� 
ins t rument s s u ch as t h e  Par k e s  64m diame t er 
radio t ele s c oPe t o  be built h ere. As a 
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re s ult, manY o f  the mo s t  si�nific ant dis­
coverie s in Ra dio As tronomy h ave be en ma d e  
bY Aus tralian s cientis t s .  N ow, the Parke s 
R a dio Tele s coPe is twentY Ye ars old, and 
has be en s urPa s s e d  in s ensitivit Y  and res­
o lu tion bY newer ins trume n t s  b elon�in� to 
o th er na tions. Th ere is als o the emer�i� 
Problem o f  ProPo s e d  e x t ensive coPPer min­
in� n e ar Parke s, which wil I thre a t en t he 
"low nois e" environment. I f  n o t hin� is 
d on e  to UPd a t e  Pre s ent f a cilities and build 
new ones, t h e  ins trument s now e xis t in� wil I 
run d own d u e  t o  a�e in five t o  s even Ye ars, 
me anin� tha t Radio As tronomy in A u s tralia 
will die. 

To overcome t his, it has be en ProPo s e d  
t h a t  a 6km Ion� arraY o f  22m diame t er dis h­
es b e  built at C ul�o ora, NSW. This arraY 
wo uld be u s e d  in c onj unction with the 
Park e s  R a dio Tele s cope, NASA's 64m dis h  a t  
Tidbinbil la D e eP SPa c e  C o mmunic a tion C om­
Plex, and a smal I er ant enna a t  Sidin� 
SPrin�. I f  t his Pro j e c t can be s t art e d  in 
1982, it wil I come int o  oPera tion in 1988 
in time f or o ur Bic en t ennial C elebra tions. 
This Pro j e c t  h as be en name d AUSTRALI A  
TELESC O PE be c a u s e  it i s  a t o t al I Y  A u s t ralian 
Pro j e c t  with an Aus tralian manu f a c t ure d 
c ont ent o f  80%. I t  draws o n  exPertis e t h a t  
i s  alre ady a c knowle d�e d bY t he re s t  o f  t h e  
s cientific world as  bein� a t  t h e  f ore front 

in al I relevant are a s. This exPertis e h as 
alre a dY Pro d u c e d  "I NTERSCAN", t h e  n ew mic­
rowave landin� sYs t em f or aircra f t  which 
was d eveloPe d here bY t h e  CS I RO Division 
of Ra dioPhYs ics, and will s o on be in air­
port s a cro s s  t h e  world. 
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As mentio ne d earlier, the ma j or Part o f  
the AUSTRALIA TELESCO PE wil I be built here 
in A u s tralia, therebY intro d ucin� SPa ce A� e 
t echno lo�Y t o  o ur ind u s t ries . This wil I 
helP t o  �ive o ur N a tion a s o arin� j umP in­
t o  it s Third C ent ury ;  no t onlY beca u s e  o f  
Probable excitin� dis coveries in Ra dio As­
tro nomy, but als o beca us e of s Pin- o f f s t o  
sPace communica tions t echnolo�Y . 

A u s t ralia now has the OPPort unitY t o  
build a World cla s s  ins trument in the field 
o f  R a dio A s t ronomy . I t  wil I be World cla s s  
beca u s e o f  the link uP be twe en radio ant en­
nae a cro s s  t h e  co untry, bY s a t e  I lit e and 
�ro und lin k s ,  �ivin� d e t ail finer than anY 
oPtical t ele scope , whe ther it is on the 
E arth or in SPace . I t  wo uld have a hi�her 
re s olution, OPera t e  a t  a hi�her f re q u ency, 
and have s uPerior Per f o rmance f or sPe c tral 
line o bs erva tions than the Very Lar�e ArraY 
in the USA . I t  wo uld be the onlY ins t rument 
caPable o f  m a k in� hi�h q ualit Y  maPs, at 
radio fre q u e ncie s, in eit her E q u a t o rial or 
So u t h e rn  re�ions o f  the s kY .  I t  wo uld com­
Plement the e xcel lent �ro und bas e d  oPtical 
t elescoPes alre a dY e xis tin� in A u s tralia 
and Chile, and als o SPace t elescoPes o bs erv­
in� in the X-ray, Ult raviole t and I nfrare d 
bands . Wit ho u t  the AUSTRALIA TELESCO PE, the 
So u the rn s kY •  which cont ains s ome o f  the 
mo s t  e x citin� a s t ronomical obj e c t s  s uch as 
the ne are s t  �alaxies < Ma�el lanic Clo u ds > 
and the centre o f  o ur own Galaxy, wil I re­
main unchart e d  at accuracies re q uire d f or 

f u t ure a s t ro nomY . Valuable work s uch as 
s t u dYin�, with Ra dio A s t ro nomy t echniq u e s ,  
t h e  s t abilitY o f  the A u s t ralian continent 
and t he dri f t  o f  o ur nei�hbo urs N ew Z e aland, 
PaPu a N ew Guin e a  and Ant arctica als o wil I 
n o t  be done . 

A d e cision no t t o  f un d  t he AUSTRAL I A  
TELESCO PE will be s e en as a Gove nnment d e­
cision t o  dis continue A u s t ralian R a dio As­
tronomy ; a s cience in which w e  have been 
Wo rld lea d ers . This wo uld be a t ra�e dY o f  
eno rmo us ProPortions. A u s t ralians who wish 
that Ra dio A s t ronomy sho uld be k ePt alive 
and we I I in this co untry can help, bY con­
t actin� their local rePres ent a tive s in Fe d ­
eral Par l iament and s t re s s in� t h e  imPort ance 

o f  o b t a inin� Government s UPPort f or the 
AUSTRALIA TELESC O PE .  

STARLAB 
An Austral ian-Canadian-USA Free-Fl ying UV­

Optical Space Tel escope 

STARLAB is a uniq u e  t YPe o f  sPace t e l e­

s coPe d es i�ne d t o  oPerat e  from the ultra-
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viole t  thro u�h t he visible t o  the infrare d 
re�ion o f  the sPectrum. I t  wil I be caPable 
o f  hi�h re s olu tion ima�erY and sPectros coPY 
over a wid e  f ield o f  view . The len�th o f  
STARLAB < t ele scoPe P l u s ins trument Pac k a�e > 
is 5 m, with an o u t er diame t er o f  1 . 5  m 
and wei�ht 2000 k�. I t  wi l I rePre s ent the 
ultim a t e  in a dvance d t echnolo�Y in the 
electronic, oPtical and mechanical are a s . 
The SPace Shu t tle TransPort ation sYs t em wil I 
P I  ace it on bo ard a NASA SPace p ·1 a t  f orm in 
a circular orbit o f  450 km altit u d e, wh ere 
it wil I t eleme t er the d a t a  to Go d dard SPace 
Fli�ht C en t er f or d emultiP i exin� ; t h e  A us t ­
ralian d a t a  wil 1 b e  s ent via the NASA link 
t o  the Dea kin Te l ePhone Ex chan�e f or dis t ri­
bution t o  the vario us a s t ronomical ins tit u­
tions . E ach mis s ion wil I be of  6-12 months 
d uration and a t o t al o f  abo u t  10 mis sions is 
envis a� e d  over a 20 Year Perio d commencin� 
1989. The division o f  obs ervin� t ime be­
twe en Aus tralia, C ana d a  and t h e  USA is �'  
�'  � f or the lif e t ime o f  STARLAB. 

The ProPo s e d  division o f  re sPonsibilit ies 
is: 

C a > C ana d a  cons truc t s  the TelescoPe < ROM 
c o s t in� $30 mi l l ion > .  

C b > Australia cons tru cts t h e  initial I ns tru­
ment Pack a�e consis tin� o f  camera, sPec 
tro�raPh and d e t ec t or sYs t em C ROM c o s t ­
$25 m i  I I ion > • 

C c > NASA d eveloPes the SPace Pla t f orm and 
be ars the co s t  of the f irs t two la unches 
and fli�ht s  on the SPace P l a t f orm. This 
involves all s ervies connec t e d  with 
la unch, int e�ration with the Pla t f orm, 
oPera tion in orbit, re trieval and the 
�ro und d a t a  sYs t em .  

STARLAB wil l  be uniquel y important t o  the 
solution of the central astronomical prob­
l ems of our era . I t  wil I cert ainlY be 
the mos t  Powerf ul t oo l  o f  obs erva tional as­
tronomy in the nex t  f ew d e c a d e s  and will 
a dvance eno rmo uslY o ur knowle d� e and und er­
s t andin� o f  the Univers e .  At oPtical w ave­
le�ths STARLAB wil I s e e  twenty times f ain­
ter obj e c t s  and one hundre d time s more d e ­
t ail than t h e  lar� e s t  o f  �ro und-ba s e d  t ele­
s coPes. This wil I enable us  to lo o k  ba c k  
in time t o  almo s t  the moment o f  Cre ation 
of t he Univers e. STARLAB wil I t e l l  us 
much as it lo o k s  back o ver s ome 15 bil l ion 
ye ars int o  o ur Pa s t  - a Pa s t  which is vio ­
lent, dYnamic and one o f  raPid evolu tio n .  
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STARLAB wil l  al so measure the ul traviol et 
emission from the Uni verse whi ch ground­
based Tel escopes cannot observe . This win­
dow wi l l  s urPa s s  in e x cit ement even t h e  
ra dio win dow b e c a us e i t  cont ains t h e  s tron�­
e s t  emis s io ns f rom t h e  basic e l ement s o f  h Y ­
dro�en, h e l ium, c arbon, nitro�en a n d  o x y�en. 

Al though STARLAB is of paramount impor­
tance to sci entists , i t  i s  of equal impor­
tance to Austral i an Indus try because i t  i s  
a " seed" project from whi ch the Austral ian 
Space Indus try can grow . Wit h o u t  it A u s t ­
ra l ia wi l I mis s t h e  c omPe l I in� ch a l  l en�e s  
o f  t h e  N ew A � e  and t h ere f o re wi l I mis s  t h e  
wh o l e  m e anin� o f  o ur epo ch. Austral ian 
Indus try wants this stimul a ting chal l enge , 
judgi ng from the drama ti c response to the 
STARLAB Industrial Symposi um .  

The Austral i an Government has commi t ted 
i tsel f to a Space Program by i ts procurement 
of the domes tic communi cation satel l i te . 
As t h e  l if e t ime o f  t h e s e  s at e l l ities is 
abo u t  s even Y e ars, reP l a cement s are re q uir­
e d  re� u l ar i Y. A u s tra l ian I n d u s trY wis h e s  
t o  �ain t h e  c aPabi l it Y  t o  d e s i�n and bui l d  
t h e  s u c ce s s ive � enerations o f  t h e s e  s at e l ­
l it es ,  a f inancia l c arro t o f  a t  l e a s t $ 400 

mi l l ion Per reP l a cement . 

Because of i ts great size and sma l l  pop­
ul ation ,  Austral ia ' s  needs , both for de­
fence and resource management (forest ,  crop , 
mineral , water and oceanographi c) , are pec­
ul iarl y sui ted to sa tel l i te surveil l ance ; a 
crY s t a l ba l I is no t ne e d e d  t o  Pre dict t h a t  
b Y  t h e mid d l e  o f  t h e  21s t c ent ury, A u s tra l ­
ia wi l I h ave a t  l e a s t  20 mu l ti-PurPo s e  s at ­
e l l it e s  in orbit. Some ne e d s  wi l I b e  s at ­
is fie d bY f i Yin� e q uiPment on NASA ' s  SPa c e  
P l a t f orms simi l ar t o  t h a t  P l ann e d f or STAR­
LAB. M u ch of t his e q uiPment wi l l  draw on 
t h e  e x Pertis e �aine d in bui l din� t h e  Instru­
ment Pa cka�e f or STARLAB wit h  it s sPecia l 
s Y s t ems f or d e t e ct in� u l t ravio l e t ,  visib l e  
and in frare d emis sions . A u s tra l ian I nd us ­
trY h as o Pen l Y  s t a t e d  t h a t  it s e e s  STARLAB 
as a n a t ura l l e a d  int o t his bo omin� s Pa c e  
b u s in e s s  - h en c e  t h eir �re a t  int eres t. 

STARLAB represen ts the grea tes t chall enge 
Austral ian technology and science has had . 
N o t  on l Y  wi l I t h ere be eno rmo u s  � ains t o  be 
ma d e  a t  t h e  verY f rontiers of s cience but 
it wi l I e s t ab l is h A u s tra l ia a s  a c o untrY 
wh o s e  ind u s trY is c aPab l e  o f  t a ck l in� Pro b-
l ems a t  t h e  frontiers o f  a dvan c e d  t ec hno l -

o�Y. I n  t h e  e Y e s  o f  t h e  wor l d and in t h e  
e Y es o f  A u s t ra l ians, o ur nationa l Pre s ­
ti�e wi l I re ach a n  a l  I t ime hi�h. T h e  
bene fit s t o  A u s tra l ia are inc a l cu l ab l e. 
I t  is d o ubt f u l w h e t h er ano t h er OPPort unit Y 
f or A u s t ra l ia t o  ParticiPa t e  in a Pro J e ct 
as merit orio u s  as STARLAB wi l I Pres ent 
it s e l f  in ano t h er 20 Y e ars. BY t h a t  t ime 
A u s tra l ia wi l I be inc aPab l e  o f  c omPe tin� 
wit h  o t h er c o untries in t h e  hi�h t e c h no l ­
o�Y arena. It is now or never ! 

THE AUSTRAL I AN FEAS I B I L I TY STUD IES 
OF THE I NSTRUMENT PACKAGE OF 

STARLAB 

Pro f es s or Don Ma t h ews on, Dire c t or o f  
Mo unt Strom l o  and Sidin� SPrin� Obs erva­
t ories of t h e  Aus tra l ian N a tiona l Uni­
versit Y h a s  ma d e  a s ubmission t o  t h e  De­
Partment of Science and Te chno l o�Y f or 
$3.125 mi l l io n  t o  comP l e t e  bY J an u arY 1984 
t h e  f e as ibi l it Y  s t u dies o f  t n e  I ns tr ument 
Pa cka� e. $1.855 mi l l ion of t h is amo unt 
wo u l d  be re q uire d in f is c a l y e ar 1982. 

Deve l oPment o f  l ow l i�h t d e t e c tin� s y s ­
t ems u sin� Ph o t on c o untin� t e c hniq u e s  com­
menc e d  at Mo unt Strom l o  O bs ervat orY in 
1976, and t h e s e  d e t e c t ors h ave been o u t ­
s t andin� IY s u c ces s f u l o n  t h e  t e l e s c oPes a t  
M t  Strom l o  and Sidin� SPrin�. More t h an 
$2 mi l l ion h ave �one int o t his R & D Pro­
�ram and NASA h as acknow l e d�e d t h at MSSSO 
l e a d s  t h e  wor l d in t his fie l d . Th e c on-
cePt o f  t h e  U l tra- Lar�e Fo rmat C o untin� 
Array C ULFCA > was PU t f orward bY MSSSO t o  
a c c ommo d a t e  t h e  wid e  fie l d  o f  v i ew o f  STAR­
LAB, and t h e  J oint Science Workin� Gro uP 
h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  it is t h e  "front -runner" 
f or t h e  d e t e ct or s Y s t em on STARLAB . A 
"bre a d-bo ard" version s e t  UP in t h e  E l e c ­
tronics Labora t orie s  a t  Mso ,  works w e  I I 
and bY J une 1982, a mini-Pro t o t YPe wi l l  be 
re a d Y  f or t e s ti� on t h e  t e l es coPes. 

Since J une 1981, MATRA EsPa ce, a French 
sPa c e  c omPany, and t h e  en�ine ers and s ci­
entis t s  a t  MSSSO h ave been Pro d u c in� a re­
Port o n  the STARLAB I ns trument Pa cka� e 
which h as be en wid e l Y  dis tribu t e d  t hro u�h­
o u t  A u s tra l ia and t h e  int erna tiona l s cien­
tific c ommuni t Y. This c o l l aboration was 
f o rma l is e d on SePt ember 9, 1981, wh en a 
Memorand um o f  Und ers t andin� be twe en MATRA 
and t h e  ANU f or t h e  d es i�n and d eve l o Pment 
o f  t h e  Instrument Pa cka�e was si�ne d. 
This MO U wi l l  t e rminat e if no f unds are 
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Prov i d e d  f or the Proeram in the 1982 Bud�et.  

A STARLAB I nd u s t r i al SYmPo s i um h eld at  
Mt Stromlo Obs ervat o rY on De c ember 1 and 2, 
1981, � ave MSSO /MATRA Sc i ent is t s  and e� in­
e ers t h e  OPPort unitY t o  des cribe the t e ch ­
n i cal de t a ils o f  the I n s tr ument Pa cka�e t o  
rePre s ent a t ive s  o f  A u s tralian I n d u s t rY and 
Government A� en c i es and t o  s e ek the ir invol­
vement in the re s e ar ch, develoPment and con­
s t r u c t ion o f  the c omPonent s o f  the Pa cka�e 
whi ch lie w it h in the i r  are a of e xPert is e. 
The two daY m e e t in� was a t t end ed bY 45 in­
d u s t rialis t s, 17 rePre s ent at ives f rom Gov­
e nnment DePartmen t s ,  6 Government res e arch 
s c i en t i s t s  and 19 en� ine ers and s c i ent is t s  
f rom univers it i e s. Le adin� o f f i c ials from 
MATRA EsPa ce, Bri t ish A ero sPa c e ,  UK and TRW, 
USA w ere Pre s ent. The re sPons e t o  this 
s t imulat in� chal len�e to the hi�h t e chnol­
o�Y s e c t or o f  the ele c tronic, oPt i c al and 
me chan i c al ind u s t ri e s  w a s  dram a t i c  and al­
re a dY f o urt e en comPan i e s  are wo rkin� uns up­
Port ed on the Phas e  B s t u di e s  unt il A u� u s t  
1982. I n  add i t ion, eleven Gove nnment A�e n­
c i es and Univers it i e s  are cons ult in� on the 
Pro j e c t .  

C ana d a's N a t ion al R e s e arch C o unc il has 
f und e d  the C anadian f e a s ibilitY s t u d ie s  f or 

two Ye ars and NASA has � iven t o P  PrioritY 
to the d eveloPment of the sPa c e  Pla t f o rm 
an d s che d uled STARLAB amon� the f irs t mis­
s i ons t o  be made bY the Plat f o rm. There are 
s even en� ine ers and s c ient is t s  f rom A u s tral­
i an ind u s t ry, MATRA and Mo unt Stromlo work­
in� f ul 1 - t ime on the Pro j e c t. For A u s tral­
i a  t o  k e eP Pa c e  w ith t h e  d eveloPment o f  the 
t ele s coPe in C anada and the s Pa c e  Pla t f o rm 
in the us , however, this w ill ne ed t o  do uble 
bY A u� u s t  this Year and rise to 21 in March 
nex t Year. 

The c urrent Plan is f or the t hre e c o un­
tries t o  s i�n the f o rmal comm itment t o  the 
Pro j e c t  in J anu arY 1984, in ant i c iPa t ion 
o f  the 1989 launch. The t o t al c o s t  b Y  1989 
is e xPe c t ed t o  b e  $25.5 m illi on, o f  whi ch 
more than 7� wo u ld be sPent in A u s tralia. 

DesPit e al I t he s e  incalculable bene f i t s  
t o  A u s tralia, STARLAB like the AUSTRAL I A  
TELESCO PE, d i d no t re c e ive o n e  c ent o f  f unds 
in t he las t Federal Bud� e t .  Fort unat elY 
f o r  u s  the "Memorand um o f  Und ers t andin�" 
be twe en MATRA and the ANU has enabled the 
f e a s ibil i t Y  s t udy t o  �o ahe ad. H ow ever, 

the MOU w il I be t e rminat ed u nles s  STARLAB 
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re ce ives s ome f unds f rom the Fe d eral Gov­
ernment in t he 1982 Bud� e t. Once a�a in, 
a f avo urable Bud� e t  de c is ion is e s s ent i al 
f or A us tralia ' s  f ut ure s c ient if ic and t e ch­
nolo� i cal wel I be in� . 

I f  o ur Fe d eral Gove rnment thinks tha t 
we can a f f ord t o  contribu t e  one o f  o ur 
mo s t  Pri c eles s  res o urc es,  o ur YO Un� PeoPle, 
to a Pe a c e  keePin� f orce in the Sina i 
Re�ion, s urelY i t  c an be Pers uaded t o  make 
ava ilable s ome mere mon e Y  f or the s e  two 
Pro j e c t s  whi ch w il I PaY f or t hems elves in 
the Ion� t e rm, be c a u s e  of the bo o s t  theY 
w il I � ive to o ur lo cal indus trY. 

I ur�e Yo u t o  cont a c t  Yo ur lo cal Feder­
al MP and Senat ors, and s tre s s  the neces­
s i tY f or the Government t o  f und STARLAB 
and the AUSTRALIA TELESCO PE. A s tron� 
show in� o f  Public s UPPort f o r  A s t ronomy in 
A u s tralia co uld make the di f f erence be­
twe en bo t h  Pro j e ct s  be in� � iven a "�o" 
ins t e ad of a "no" bY o ur Government n e x t  
A u� u s t .  

The information about the AUSTRALIA 
TELESCOPE and STARLAB has been taken from 

the fol lowing documents, which were kind­
ly provided by Dr R . H .  Frater, Chief of 

the CSIRO Divis ion of Radiophys ics, and 
Professor D . S .  Mathewson, Director of the 

Aus tral ian National Univers ity ' s  Mount 
Stromlo and S iding Spring Observatories . 

THE AUSTRALIA TELESCOPE for Astrophysics, 

Geophys ics and Geodesy . CS IRO Division of 

Radiophysics Information Sheet " THE AUST­
RALIA TELESCOPE " an Australian Synthes is 
Telescope by B . J .  Robinson . 

OUTLOOK Space Astronomy in the 1980 ' s  

Australian Role? by Don Mathewson . 

STARLAB INDUSTRIAL SYMPOSIUM Mount Stromlo 
Observatory, December 1 and 2, 19 81 . 

STARLAB An Australian-Canadian-USA Free­
Flying UV Optical Space Teles cope, January 
19, 19 82 . 

Editor ' s  note : For further information 
please contact : ( Mrs ) Jane L. Brooks 

3 1  Avenue Street 
Mi llswood 
South Australia 
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Jane has been inter­

ested in Space ex­
ploration s ince child -

hood, when she loved 
reading space comic 
strips wel l  before 

the days of the f i rst 

Sputnik . When the 

real thing began with 
Yuri Gagarin ' s  orbit 
of the Earth in 1961, 
Jane began a scrap­
book with news clip-
pings of maj or space 

events and has continued to add to it over 
the years . In 19 7 8  she became interested 
in UFOs as wel l  and j oined UFO Research SA . 
She has now become a member of the investi­
gative team and presented a paper on " Phy­
s iological E f fects of E lectromagnetic and 
other Forms of Radiation and their Relevance 
to UFO Re lated E f fects " at UFOCON 6 in 1981 . 
Being interes ted in UFOs lead to a greater 
interest in space exploration due to books 
that dealt with the feas ibi l ity of inter­
stellar space travel and the pos s ibility o f  
the exis tence o f  extra- terrestrial life . 

Jane j oined John P rytz in his campaign 

for a formal , Government funded , Australian 

SET! ( Search for Extraterrestrial Intelli­
gence ) program us ing radio astronomy fac­

i l ities and, with him , co-authored a paper 

on that topic which was c irculated at the 
50th ANZAAS ( Austral ian and New Zealand 
As sociation for the Advancement o f  Science ) . 

Jane L.  Brooks 

Congress held in Adelaide during 19 80, and 

excerpts from it were published in the 
American magazine " Cosmic Search " . This 
led to contacts with SET! enthus iastis a­
round the world , including a scientist in 
NASA ' s  SET! program office ! Jane also 
wrote an article about SET! which appeared 

in the first is sue of UFORAN ( January­
February , 19 80 ) . 

Last year, with the help of other space 
enthus iasts , Jane launched the highly suc­
cess ful event " Space Day 1981 " which pres­
ented for the public a broad cross-section 
of space displays - 5 , 000 people attended . 
This year she began the campaign in sup­
port of STARLAB and the AUSTRALIA TELESCOPE 
and is founding , with the help of the Space 
Day committee , a new pro-space organization 
named the "As sociation for the Promotion of 

Space Science " .  Jane is already a member 
of several pro-space societies including 
the "LS Society "  and the " Planetary Society "  

Being a space enthus ias t has motivated 
Jane , who is married with two chi ldren , to 

begin studying part time for a science de­
gree as a correspondence student with 
Murdoch University in Western Australi a .  

I f  there is any time left over from these 
activities and fami ly commitments, Jane 
enj oys reading anything about space ( includ­

ing science fi ction) and listening to musi c, 
particularly that with a space theme , 

naturally ! I 

I TAL I AN UFO RESEARCH TODAY 
B Y  M A SS I M O  G R E C O  (UFORAN Correspondent Ital y) 

ltal i an sightings are cont i nually decreas i ng and, after the huge wave o: � 97� dur i ng 
. wh i ch more than 500 s i ghtings were cataloged i n  three months, the news-med i a  s I nterest 1 n  

the subject is d i sappear i ng. During the last few months only two notable s i ght i ngs were 
reported in the press - radio and television gave them no coverage. 

I n  UFO research the situation is improving w i th the Centro Ufolog i co Naz i onale having 
completed i ts reorgan i zation which lasted nearly two years. Nowadays only the Centre cov­
ers the entire nat i on with its local branches spreading throughout I taly. 

Dur i ng April, 1982, a co-operative was created by the most i mporta�� I tal i an UFO resear­
chers to support the rev i ew 11UFO Phenomena11 after the d i sband i ng of CN I FAA - the Centre 
that formerly publ i shed a rev i ew. 

• h . 11 I 1 . 311 h f Another research project supported by ser 1 ous researc ers 1 s  ta 1 a  t e purpose o 
which is to re-analyze and re-invest i gate all the C E I I I cases which have occurred s i nce 
1977.1 
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Fund for UFO Research Inc. Poll 

The Fund for UFO Res earch is attempting to support worthwhile investigations into various 
aspects of the UFO phenomenon . P lease list the following 11 categories and rate according­
ly _as fo llows : 

A deserves top priority support ; 

B deserves next priority support ; 

C deserves some support ; 
D not deserving o f  support . 

1 .  Photoanalysis - many still photograph cases and some movie film cases are known to 
UFO researchers . 

2 .  Pilot Sightings - Dr Richard F .  Haines and others are studying UFO reports by profes­
sional pilots . 

3 .  Physica l Trace cases - Ted Philips ( US } , Bal lester-Olmos ( Spain} and others are spe­

cializing in the study of CE2 physical ef fect/trace cases . 

4 .  E lectromagnetic E f fect Cases - James McCampbell and others are studying cases involv­
ing E-M e ffects on vehicles . 

5 .  Physiological Effect Cases - Dr Richard Niemtzow , Dr P eter Rank , John S chuess ler and 
others are investigating cases involving medical inj uries , including radiation e f fects. 

6 .  Radar , Magnetometer , and other Instrument Cases - many physical and engineering sci­

entists are interested in instrument cases . 

7 .  Suppres sed Government Information - Citizens Against UFO Secrecy (which sponsors Free­
dom of In formation Act lawsuits and other legal action against Federal agencies } and 
other private researchers are working to obtain the release of current and historical 

o f ficial documents bearing on Government policies and hidden UFO sightings . 

8 .  Humanoid Reports - Ted B loecher and Dave Webb o f  the MUFON Humanoid Study Group and 
others are sys tematically inves tigating and compiling information on reports o f  

humanoid UFO occupants . 

9 .  Abduction Reports - Ted Bloecher , Budd Hopkins , Dr Aphrodite Clamar , Dr Leo Sprinkle 

and others are applying hypnosis , psychological testing , and other research tools to 
evaluate reports that humans have been abducted and examined by allegedly alien human­
oid beings . 

10 . C rash/Retrieval Reports - Len Stringfield , Wil liam Moore , Stanton Friedman and others 
are investigating reports that former military personnel and civilian consultants 
have participated in , or accidentally observed , the retrieval of crashed UFOs and 
alien humanoid bodies . 

11. Other - please specify . 

The Fund for UFO Research invites donations from anyone wishing to support active research 
into the UFO phenomenon . If you wish to financial ly support any of the above 11 categories 

please specify which . Unrestricted donations are also invited . 

I f  you are unable to contribute to the Fund for UFO Res earch but wish to complete the 
above pol l  you are invited to do so . 

Please forward your completed pol l , name and address to : The Fund for UFO Research 

PO Box 2 7 7  

Mt Rainier ,  MD 2 0 71 2 , U . S . A . I  
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UFOs AND THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 

- THE INSIDE STORY 

� COPYRIGHT 1 9 82 - BILL CHALKER 

PART TWO {Continuing Bi l l  Chalker ' s  
investigation} . 

A Fore ign Affairs document about 
" UNGA 3 3: SPEC IAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE : 
ITEM 1 2 6  - ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AGENCY 
OR DEPARTMENT OF THE UNITED NATIONS FOR 
UNDERTAKING , CO-ORDINATING AND DISSEMINAT­
ING THE RESULTS OF RESEARCH INTO UNIDENTI­
F IED FLYING OBJECTS AND RELATED PHENOMENON" ,  
contained a review by P . A .  Jackson , for the 

Australian UN delegation , on the attempts 

by Sir Eric Gairy to obtain UN concurrence 

for his idea of a UN UFO agency . The doc­
ument s ummarises the negotiations that took 
place , noting that the result was "a much 
more modest draft decision " , which was sub­

sequently adopted by consensus of the 
Special Polit ical Committee on December 7 ,  

19 7 8 .  The document concludes : 

" The outcome was a sa tisfactory one from 
our poin t  of view and from the points 
of view of those other countri es who 
di d not want to accede to the demands 
of the Grenada draft resol ution bu t 
a t  the same time did not want to 
offend the Government of Grenada . 
The draft decision did not commi t 
the Ou ter Space Commi t tee to do more 
than recei ve and consi der documents 
from Grenada and permi t Grenada to 
present i ts vi ews to the Commi t tee . 
This is something which Grenada , or 
any other country coul d have done 
a t  anytime wi thou t a decision of 
the General Assembl y ,  but Grenada 
was satisfied . Most importantl y ,  
the draft decision di d not inscribe 
the i tem on the agenda for UNGA 3 4 " . 

In retrospect , i t  would have been far 
more expedi ent for Sir Eric Gai ry to have 

devoted more t ime to domestic matters , for 

be fore long , he was depos ed in a coup ( 11 ) . 

BY BIL L C H A L KER 

With regard to RAAF UFO oolicy , two 1966 
documents were especial ly i lluminating . 
These were Department of Ai r ( later 

Department of De fence) Minute Papers 
entitled and dated : " UFOs - RAAF HANDLING 
OF PROBLEM" , August 16 , 1966 , and "UNIDENTI­
FIED FLYING OBJECTS - RAAF POLICY " , October 
1 2 , 1966 . 

The first of these minute papers , arose 
out o f  a conflict between the Intel ligence 
and Publi c  Relations Directorates of the 

Department of Air , over whether " the distri ­
bu tion to interested members of the publ i c  
o f  the ' Summary o f  Uni dentified Aerial Si ght­
ings Reported to Department of Air from 
1 9 6 0 ' "  was to cease . The Directorate of Air 

Force Intel ligence was "keen to soft-pedal 
the UFO business" and gave " the reason for 
this cessa tion (as) the undesireabil i ty of 
wet ting the interest of the publ i c  in UFOs . 

" The ' Summary ' grew out of a require­
ment for certain sta tistical UFO in­
forma tion to provide material for a 
ministerial repl y to a parl iamentary 
question . 

"DPR (Directora te of Publ i c  Rel ations 
- B . C . )  wil l ingl y undertook to draft 
an answer for the Minister (a task 
whi ch enta i l ed fol io-for-fol io research 
through some four or fi ve parts of 
the rel evant fi l e) , because it fel t 
tha t the otherwise burdensome task 
had a distinct side-benefi t ,  namel y ,  
the col lation of an unclassified and 
innocuous summary of UFO ' sightings ' 
in Australia for the past five years . 

"DPR envisaged the da y when i t  woul d 
be abl e to repl y to al l publ i c  UFO 
enqui ri es by the mere despa tch of the 
' Summary ' covered , if thought neces­

sary , by a l et ter in whi ch we explain 
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UFOs AND THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 

that we are not prepared to engage in 
any subsequent di sputa tion (i . e .  take 
our ' Summary ' or l eave i t ;  we have 
tol d you all we know) . 

" In order to keep thi s ' Summary ' 
current ,  D/DAFI ( Ops) was good en­
ough to agree to provi de DPR wi th 
the basic information whi ch DPR 
woul d expect to have been securi ty 
cl eared for general rel ease before 
a dding the information to the 
' Summary ' " .  

In this August 16 , 1966 , Minute Paper , 
DPR directed at DAFI (Directorate of Air 

Force Inte lligence ) , "a pl ea to remove the 
present res tri ction on the sharing of our 
uncl assifi ed UFO informa tion wi th the 
publ i c ,  for the fol lowing reasons : -

" (a) The RAAF real l y  has no ri ght 
to act as an arbi ter of the 
subjects in which the publ i c  
ma y o r  ma y not take a n  inter­
est . Those members of the 
publ i c  who care to concern 
themselves wi th the UFO 
facts and fanci es a l l  know 
that the Department of Air 
i s  the offi cial , governmental 
examiner of reports of sight­
ings in this country and any 
a t tempt by us to suppress 
publ i c  interest (however mi s­
guided we ma y think that in­
terest to be) onl y hel ps to 
support the general impression 
that we are si t ting on fa t 
fi les of informa tion , vi tal 
to our securi ty . Thi s ,  I submi t , 
i s  the last thing we want to 
happen . 

" (b) The USAF is bel i eved not to be 
adverse to making publ ic i t s  
unclassified UFO findings , 
whi ch i t  does in sheer sel f 
defence and , whil e  i t  is true 
we do not have to defend our­
sel ves against the same sort 
of pressure for informa ti on 

2 0  

as that appl ied to the American 
Ai r Force , i t  seems self evi ­
dent that we shoul d ,  in our 
own defence , devise some sim­
pl e pi ece of administra ti ve 
machinery to cope wi th that 

steady flow of UFO enqu�r�es , 
anti -authori ty (RAAF?) press 
innuendos and sta tements 
verging on publ i c  accusa tions 
of dupl i ci ty which we wil l  
never be abl e t o  dodge , as long 
as we continue to pla y  our un­
cl assifi ed UFO cards too close 
to our chests . 

" (c) DPR , which bears the brunt of 
the current pressure by re­
pl ying to most of the publ ic 
UFO enqui ri es , feel s tha t un­
l ess we come out into the open 
we always wil l  be the subject 
of occasional (and unnecessary) 
adverse publ i ci ty . 

" (d) The ca t is already out of the 
bag ( a  re ference to the s itu­
ation that the existence of the 
' Summary • was not widely known , 

but that a AFSRS ( Australian 
Flying Saucer Research Soc iety -

a civi lian group) representat ive 
had written , asking for a "brie f 
assessment of s ightings " ,  imply­
ing that the existence of the 
' Summary ' was becoming common 

knowledge - B . C . ) " .  

DPR continued : 

" In summary : by continuing wi th the 
ol d pol icy of pl aying our UFO cards 
close to the chest , we onl y foster the 
incorrect (but nevertheless wi del y 
hel d) bel i ef tha t we have much vi tal 
informa tion to hi de . On the other 
hand , by maintaining a current ' Summary ' 
(which DPR i s  prepared to do , wi th your 
continued help) we dispose in one blow, 
of the UFO enthusi asts bel ief that : 

(a) he is not being taken into the 
RAAF ' s  confi dence ; and 

(b) the RAAF is despera tel y determined 
to suppress UFO informa tion to 
prevent na tional panic . . .  " 

The Dire ctor of Public Re lations conclud­
ed his Minute Paper to the Director of Air 

Force Inte ll igence , by stating , " whi l e  se­
curi t y  is not DPR ' s  affair , our relations 
wi th the general publ ic (cranks an.d all )  
certainl y are and I feel s trongl y ,  from the 
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PR point of vi ew , tha t we are handl i ng thi s 
whol e business in an unnecessari l y  ri gi d 
and unimagi na ti ve way " .  

The second Minute P ape r , dated October 
12 , 1 9 66 , continued the s ame theme , but con­
firms that uncertainty and/or confus ion 
were keynotes in RAAF UFO policy during 
1966 - hallmarks that would continue , albeit 

waxing and waining , right up to today . 

I t  stated , in part , that : 

" There appears to be some confusion 
concerning Departmental po1 i cy over 
UFOs . • .  on fi 1 e  . . •  there is a mini s ­
terial. s tatemen t t o  the effect : 

' Anyone who i s  interes ted 
in sightings of UFOs can 
app1 y to the Department 
of Air for informa tion 
on the subject and i s  wel ­
come to a synopsis of UFO 
sightings whi ch inc1udes 
a very brief assessment 
of the probab1 e  causes ' .  

" Thi s statement was made in answer 
to ministerial representation . It 
wou1 d appear ,  however , tha t the po1 -
i cy represented by thi s s ta tement 
may not have refl ected the vi ew of 
DAFI , despi te ear1 i er ,  al though in­
concl usi ve evi dence of thi s con­
currence . 

" • • •  DAFI has proposed to rx;pp who in 
turn referred to DCAS tha t our ap­
proach to UFO reports be l ibera1i sed . 
It does not appear tha t ei ther DGPP 
or DCAS were aware of the Minis ter ' s  
sta temen t . In my opinion we mus t 
ei ther compl y wi th the terms of that 
statement or i nform the mini ster of 
our ' new ' approach , if i t  is not in­
tended to provide the synopsis of 
si ghtings and on thi s I am not a t  
a l l  together cl ear from reading the 
fil es . 

" It woul d ,  however , seem tha t agree­
ment has now been reached tha t DPR i s  
t o  handl e cll l  enquiri es for informa­
tion , however , i t  does not appear 
tha t DPR has been consul ted on the 
extent of the l iberali sa tion pro­

posed by DAFI in answer to his (DPR) 

submission ( the Aug . 1 6 , 1 9 66 , min­
ute Paper - B . C . )  and coul d DPR in­
dica te his vi ews . 

"It would al so appear that there i s  
some need for ra tional isa tion of our 
fil es on thi s subject .  There are a t  
l east 4 different fi l es whi ch contain 
a confusion of po1 icy , reported sight­
ings and requests for informa tion . 
Three of these fil es are cl assified ,  
two of which are secret al though 
there appears to be nothing i n  the 
fi l es consi stent with this classifi ­
cation . Coul d DAFI and DPR consider 
ra tional i sing these fi l es pl ease • . •  " 

As it turned out , in addition to the per­
renial press release , the ' Summary ' did be­
come the publi c  front of the RAAF involve­
ment in the Aus tralian UFO controversy . By 
the end of the s ixties , the ' Summary ' crys­
tal l ised as a largely annual affai r .  No . l  
covered reports from 1960 to 1968 . No . 2  
covered the 1969 accounts , whi le 1 9 7 0  and 

19 7 1  reports appeared in ' Summary ' No . 3 . 
From 19 72 up to 19 7 7  inclus ive , the ' Summar­
ies ' appeared somewhat erratically , but cov­
e ring each year separate ly ( name ly ' Summary ' 
Nos . 4  to 9 ) . 

The RAAF had ostens ibly become locked in­
to a bureaucratically orches trated formula 

for handl ing the " UFO problem" . Part of a 
1980 "Brief for the Minister for Defence on 
RAAF policy for reporting o f  UAS . • •  " , des­
cribes the formula : 

"Each RAAF base in Aus tralia has an 
offi cer responsibl e for the investi­
gation of UAS . Under present ar­
rangements , anyone who sees (or thinks 
they have seen) an aerial object whi ch 
cannot be iden ti fi ed shoul d contact 
the nearest RAAF base , or if this is 
not possibl e ,  the nearest Pol i ce 
Sta tion .  Reports recei ved a t  RAAF 
bases are thoroughl y investiga ted 
and the resul ts forwarded on to De­
partment of Defence (Air Force 
Offi ce) where they are checked and 
fil ed . The person making the origin­
al report i s  advi sed by the appro­
priate RAAF base of the findings of 
the investigation if so requested . 

"Al though the UAS fil es are unclas­
si fi ed they are not made availabl e  
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to the general publ i c  in thei r com­
pl ete form as many of the peopl e 
s ubmi t t ing reports wi sh to remain 
anonymous . However , a s ummary of 
the findings of any particular case 
can be made ava i l abl e .  

" In summary , the RAAF does not con­

ceal facts about UAS and are qui te 
prepared to rel ease detai l s  of par­
ti cular reported sightings to the 
general publ ic on reques t .  Thi s  
ass umes tha t  the case has been re­
ported and inves tigated by the 
RAAF in the fi rs t i ns tance " . 

Variat ions upon this re cent expres s ion 
of the RAAF UFO formula has lead to an am­
p l i ficati on o f  the prob lems noted in the 
1 9 6 6  Hinute P apers already dis cussed.  The 
RAAF inte res t in UFOs vacil lated around a 
pub l i c ally state d low priority base . 

The reference to " a  confus ion of pol i cy , 
repo rted s ightings and requests for infor­
mat ion " in the 1966 Minute Paper already 
re ferred to , largely ho lds true today . 
Handwritten annotations on a letter I sent 
to the Dire ctor of Public Re lations in 
Apr i l , 19 80 , seems to confirm the situation . 

In one annotation , the Dire ctor of Pub­
l i c  Re lations wrote to one of his o fficers : 

" 1 1 /4 A/ADRR - . 
Re repl y ,  I bel i eve there i s  a pol ­
i cy of not provi ding i nforma tion 
on UFOs - Is this t ru e " ? 

"A/ADPR (Press) : 
Coul d you pl ease ge t a pol i cy sort­

ed out wi th DAFI in (sic? - B . C . )  
whe ther we shoul d con tinue to an­
swer such enquiri es ? I think we 
are obl i dged to , parti cul arl y when 
Foi (Freedom of Informa tion Act -
B . C . )  comes in , bu t I think you 
were going to discuss the ma t ter 
wi th ( uncl ear - B . C . )  at one 
stage" . 

The final annotation is mos t  revealing , 
even i f  it may have been partly written 
as a j oke or out of frustration? : 

The o fficer apparently wrote on my 
lette r : 
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"DAFI 
"I s till presume we are still in the 
UFO business . If so , could I have a 
sui tabl e repl y to pass on to Mr 
Chalker , pl ease (1 4 . 4 . 80) " . 

As it turned out , a reply was not forth­
coming for a further five months . 

While the RAAF investigations remain 
the only known official study of UFOs , 

with all its perhaps unders tandable bureau­
cratic and mi litary trappings , the scien­
ti fic inves tigat ion of UFOs takes second 
place to the resolution of any de fence and/ 

or political implications . Since nearly 
three decades o f  involvement have probably 
con firmed for the RAAF ,  that there is a lim­
ited de fence content and that the maj ority 
of reports are misidentification of pros aic 
phenomena , such investigations have taken a 
low priority . 

The aspect to suffer first is the effort 
to establish whether something really inter­
esting is at the heart of the small res idue 

of cases referred to as " unknown " or "uni­
dentified " . Instead for the RAAF they re­
main j ust that - "unknown " .  In fact one 
gets the impress ion from the files , that 

the RAAF s imply does not know what to do 
with the really provocative reports it re­
ceives . The fact that these " unknowns "  are 
few in number is probably convincing enough 
evidence for the RAAF that perhaps such 
cases are ultimate ly resolveable , but the 
problem of possible nil return for effort 
expended ,  argues against thei r  detailed in­
vestigation . 

However , the quality of investigations 

in both prosaic and sign i ficant reports has 
drawn criticism from many sources , perhaps 

none more pointed than that of Dr Claude 
Poher , as expressed in a letter located in 
the RAAF UFO Enquiries files . Poher led 
France ' s  first maj or official UFO research 

group - " Groupe d ' Etude des Phenomenes 
Aerospatiaux Non Identifies " ( GEPAN ) - un­
der the auspices of the French equivalent 
of NASA . In 19 76 he addressed this response 

to the RAAF ' s  UFO investigation , after the 
Department of Defence had sent him some of 
their Annual Summaries : \ 

"Ma y  I sugges t ,  for transmi ssion 
to personnel responsibl e for this 
work , that some of the ' possi bl e  
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causes ' mentioned in these summaries 
are not acceptabl e • . .  " 

Dr Poher gave an example o f  an innocu­
ous observation at Wi ckham , NSW , on April 

4 ,  19 7 5 , o f  a " s i lver obj ect about the s ize 
o f  a cricket bal l " , which the ' Summary ' 

l ists as Venus for the " pos s ib le caus e " . 
Poher conc lude d :  

" . . .  for the 4 th April , 7 5 ,  the 
planet was under the hori zon so 
the cause Venus is ri di culous . 

" There are many other impossib­
i l i t i es l ike this in the papers 
you sen t me . I think one shoul d 
avoid publ i cation of these docu­
men ts wi thou t a careful check by 

special i sts of the different sci ­
entific discipl ines invol ved , so as 
not to have , one da.y a journal i s t  
o r  a scientist hol ding the Services 
of the Austral ian Department of 
Defence up to ridicul e " . 

Such " impos s ibil ities " are all too fami l­
iar to observers of RAAF UFO investigations , 
e . g .  C ressy ( 19 6 1 )  - " Astronomica l " , near 
Moe ( 19 6 3 )  - "Tornado l ike meteorological 
mani fes tations " ,  and Vauc luse Beach , Sydney 
( 19 6 5 )  - " tornado " ( 1 2 ) . 

To be conti nued - see the next i ssue o f  
UFORAN for part 3 :  "The RAAF ' Un i dent i f i ed 
F l y i ng Obj ects - Reports o f  S i ghtings' 
f i l es" . 

AN A TO Z OF UFO EXPLANAT I ONS 
( B Y P A UL & C A S S A N D R A  S O W I A K - R U D E J ) 

This article i s  not in tended to represent an exhaust i ve l i s t  of all possibl e or proposed 
expl ana tions for UFO act i vi t y , bu t is designed to show something of the range and na ture 
of the sol u tions tha t various researchers , au thors etc . have consi dered . If i t  opens 
peopl es ' minds , or s t imula tes them to examine the evidence , i t  has ful fi l l ed i ts purpose . 

OO ALIEN PEACE CORPS - Proposed by : Brayce Gembler . Concept : UFOs are manned by 
a group of extraterrestria l s, who are studying Earth in order to he l p  us achieve 
a bet ter socie ty . They have not put their p l ans into action yet, because they re­

tain ses:recy unti l the master p l an is comp l ete . Source : 1 1What We Rea l ly Know About F l ying 
Saucers1 1, Ot to Binder, Fawce t t  Go l d  Medal Books, USA, 1967. 

AIR INVERSION - Proposed by : Or Dona l d  Menzel . Concept: UFO sightings are rea l ­
l y  ca�sed by mirages and at mospheric i nvers i ons . The peop l e  who see t hese misidentify 
them and genera te complex repor t s  and stories . Sources : " UFOs - Operation Trojan Horse", 
J . A .  Kee l ,  Abacus, UK, 1970 . 

AETHERIAN EXPLANATION - Proposed by : George King, head of Aether ius Society, 
U K . Concept : UFOs are spacecraft, sent from other p l ane ts in our so l ar system, whose oc­
cupants are commissioned to l ead us to a be t ter l ife through se l ec ted contacts . Severa l 
previous visits have been made; e . g .  Jesus came from Venus, Mohammed from Jupiter etc . 
Our response via prayer and membership of the Socie ty is required in order for the mission 
to be a success . Source : Lectures given in Wo l l ongong, NSW, by members of the group . 

ANCIENT ASTRONAUT - Proposed by : Ag rest, Von Dan i ken, and others . Concep t :  
UFOs are spaceships from other regions in the universe . They are manned by astronauts, who 
visited Earth in ancient times, giving rise to l egends of Gods, ange l s  etc . ,  and re l igious 
records of t heir mystica l equipment .  They are now revisiting us and studying our progress . 
Source : " Ana tomy of a Phenomenon1 1, Jacques Va l l ee, Tandem, UK, 1966 . 

To be continued . 
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THE UFO PHENOMENON -

THREE PERSPECTIVES 

@ C O P Y RI G HT 1 9 8 1  - Q UENTIN FOGARTY 

INTRODUCTION 

U FO s ! Th eY f lit a cro s s  o ur skie s ,  land 
in o ur fields, abd u c t  u s, s care o ur c a t s  
an d d o�s a n d  mu t ila t e  o ur c a t tle, t h eY 
c ome a s  ben e v o le n t  or male volent travellers 
from o t h er times and s Pa c e. T h eY are man­
ma d e  ma chine s, � o v ernment s e cre t s ; t h e  
maniPulat ors o f  min d s, t h e  s h aPers o f  c on­
s cio usne s s. 

To s ome, t h eY are t h e  ultim a t e  exPre s­
sion of f ai t h  - t h e  Lo rd an d his An�elic 
h o s t s ; to o t h ers - Sa t an an d his d emonic 
h ord e s. 

T h eY a re t h e  s Pawners o f  a h o s t  o f  ma�­
a zin e s ,  b o o ks, f ilms an d d o c ument aries. 
TheY are t h e  s t u f f  of dre ams an d ni� h t­
mare s. 

To t h e  more s c ePtical amo n� us, UFO s  
are none o f  t h e s e. T h e Y  are simPlY mis­
Perc ePtions, ha I lunin a t ions, wis h f ul t h ink­
in� , h o ax e s ,  s uPers t it ion - t h e  "new non­
s ens e". 

Bu t ,  wh e t h er Yo u lo ve t h em or lo a t h e  
t h em, t h ere is no d e nYin� t h a t  UFO s  h ave 

DR J .  ALLEN HYNEK 
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When Hynek started 
as an astronomical 
advisor for Proj ect 
Blue Book, he thought 
the phenomenon was a 
fad, and 11 1 i ke a 1 1 
fads and crazes I 
thought it would soon 
dry up and go away . 
Had anyone told me 
in 1948 that 33 years 
later we would not 
only still be ta l king 
about UFOs, but that 
they would still be 

BY Q UENTIN FOGARTY 

an uncannY abilitY t o  Provoke c o ntroversY 
and c a u s e  bit t er division. N owh ere is t his 
more true t h an in t h e  scientific comm unit Y. 
Mo s t  s cientis t s  wit h  an int ere s t  in t h e  s ub­
j e c t  Purs u e  t h eir inq uirie s  c onfid entiallY 
f or f e ar o f  ridic ule . Some are no t q uit e 
s o  re ticent. Th eY believ e  t h a t  U FO s  rePre s­
ent a trulY Puz zlin� Ph enomenon, or Ph e no­
mena, worthY o f  s erio us s t u dY .  

I n  t h e  Unit e d  St a t e s, t hre e o f  t h e  mo s t  
Prominent s cient is t s  involve d  in U FO re­
s e arch are Dr J .  Al i en HYnek, former consul­
t an t  to t h e  US Air Force s t u dY int o  U FO s, 
c o d e name d Pro j e c t  Blu e  Bo ok, and now t h e  
dire c t or o f  t h e  C en tre f or UFO St u dies 
C C UFO S > :  Dr Bru c e  s .  Ma c c abe e, a PhYsicis t 
sPe cialisin� in oPtics wit h  t h e  N a v al Sur­
f a c e  We aPon C entre in MarYlan d ;  and Dr 
Rich ard F. H aine s, a NASA re s e arch s cientis t 
sPe cialisin� in t h e  Problems o f  h uman Per­
c e Ption. 

On a re c ent triP t o  t h e  Unit e d  St a t e s ,  I 
int erview e d  t h e  t h re e men abo u t  asPe c t s  o f  
t h e  Ph enomenon. H ere t h en are hi�hli�h t s  
o f  t h o s e  int erviews: 

a current topic of interest, I would have 
thou ght they were crazy1 1. Now, three de­
cades later, this former UFO sceptic, runs 
the Centre for UFO Studies in Evanston, 
I llinois, and is regarded by many as the 

world ' s  leading u fologist. Hynek takes a 
certain amount of satisfaction from the fact 
that more and mo re people are taking an in­
terest in the phenomenon. 11The more intel­
lectual l y  aware are beginning to take no­
tice11, he told me. 11The sorts of people who 
read the Scientific American and the 
Scientist, and so forth, are becoming to 
realise that th fs UFO phenomenon j ust does 
not go away. I t  is here" . 
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As well as this general upsurge in in­
terest, it  has become increasingly eviden t  
recently t hat the American military and 
intelligence communities are also keeping 
tabs on the phenomenon, in spite of public 
pronouncemen ts to t he contrary. 

Because of Hynek's former involvement 
wit h  the military, I devoted the main part 
of the interview to this subject. 

Fogarty : There has been considerable pub­
licity recently about the release of files 
on UFOs from the intelligence agencies in 
the United S tates. Have you learned any­
thing new from these files ? 

Hynek : Nothing that I had not pretty much 
guessed at before. Because of my work wit h  
Project Blue Book I knew o f  cases that came 
to my atten tion and never got into the of­
ficial files. I knew that there were cases 
that were handled separQtely so it came as 
no surprise to me when the Freedom of I n­
formation investigation revealed that the 
C I A, for instance, had been looking into 
the matter for quite some time, and why 
not ?  That is the C I A  1 s job. I can not think 
of a government that would be so stupid as 
not to look into something like this. The 
Gallup Poll came to the conclusion that 
57 pe r cent of the American population be­
lieved that UFOs were real. That is a 
large number and I can not think of any gov­
ernment that would not take cognizance of 
that fact. I f  something intrigues that 
many people, and I were the head of the 
C I A, I would regard myself as derelict in 
my duty if I had n ot looked into it. 

Fogarty : But the C I A  did deny their invol­
vemen t for a long time. Why? 

Hynek : I think the intelligence community 
is a strange community. They almost rega rd 
the public as enemies. I 'm reminded, 
though it t s  not quite apropos, of the com­
edian Groucho Marx when he made the comment 
that military intelligence is a contradic­
tion in terms. The intelligence community 
automatically classifies, automatically 
sits on something and, to exaggerate, they 
won't give you the time of day, unless you 
are cleared and so forth. So it is the 
most nat ural reaction in the world for the 
FB I ,  or the C I A, or any intelligence com­
munity . • .  I 've worked somewhat with the 
intelligen ce community in Britain , and 

(the ) same th i. ng. I t  1 s an occupation a 1 
disease. 

Fogarty : So it  wasn't tha t  they had any­
thing to hide, it was not as though they 
had discovered the true nature of the pheno­
menon . lt was more that they were locked 
into this synd rome , The public is the en­
emy, we cannot tell them anything? 

Hynek : Locked in is a good term for it. 
They are locked in to t hat . For i nstance, 
when I first went with the Air Force as a 
consultan t on this subject, I had to have 
top secret clearance. Why? lt seems silly, 
in a sense. However, at that time they 
thought it might the Russians, either the 
Russians or the Martians so to speak, and 
when they finally decided that it wasn' t 
the Russians to the best of their knowledge, 
then at that time the whole thing should 
have been turned over to several univers­
ities. lt became an academic, scientific 
problem. Unfortunately, the Air Force kep t  
it as an intelligence question, which was 
bad. They would have played cleaner poo l 
with the public and said here are some cases 
we cannot explain, here are cases we can, 
instead of the old cover-up deal of saying 
it was a balloon, it was Venus, it was such 
and such • . .  many of the times it  turned 
out to be absolutely not so. 

Fogarty : Do the files indicate a real con­
cern on their (the intelligence communities) 
part about the phenomenon ? 

Hynek : I would have to define, I su ppose, 
what we mean by real concern . lt wasn't an 
emergency concern in any sense, but a mon­
itoring concern in the sense that they were 
watching developments . 

Fogarty : I s  there any indication from the 
files that they (the intelligence community ) 
have come up with any more answers than the 
civilian investigators? 

Hynek : No. Of course, the Freedom of I nfor­
mation Act doesn't mean you can get every­
thing you want. They still have the gim­
mick, you might say, of national security. 
So if they had found something, let's say 
the propulsion system (of UFOs) for example, 
then that would obviously be a national se­
curity matter and they wouldn't say anything 
about it anyway, rather it wouldn't be re­
leased under the Freedom of I nformation Act. 
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So I think the answer to that is , I jus t  
don• t know. There certainly isn• t anything 
in the papers s o  far t hat would constitute 
a scientific breakthrough. 

Fogart y :  The people engaged in getting this 
information are continuing their legal bat­
tle , so maybe they will find out some t hing? 

Hynek : Yes , given they 1re up against t h e  
fundin9 problem ... lawyers are notoriously 
expeA sive ... s o  we shall see wha t happens 
on that. I wis h  them luck. So many of the 
i nte res ting things in this field just happen 
to come up by accident , you just happen to 
be talking to s omeone. ( Hynek t hen men­
t i oned two cases i nvolving t he American 
mil i t ary which were not included in the 
Proj ec t Blue Book f i les , although he con­
s i de red that they should have been). 

Fogart y :  There seems to have been , on the 
part of UFOs , a sort of liking for war 
zones , military bas es and intelligence 
centres .. . maybe that means something? 

Hynek : Well , it 1 s  one of the clues and 

DR BRUCE S .  MACCABEE 

Navy physicis t 
Maccabee is one 
of the most re­
spected scientis t s  
currently engaged 
in UFO research 
in the United 
States. He is a 
cons ultant for 
variou s  UFO groups 
and is also the 
chairman of the 
Fund for UFO 
Research , a non­
profit , scientific 
and educational 
organisation based 

in Washington DC. Maccabee• s major under­
taking to date has been an investigation 
into the New Zealand radar-vis ual-phot o­
graphic sightings of December 31 , 1978, in 
wh i ch I was a key witnes s .  The inverview 
with Maccabee covered many aspects of t h e  
UFO puzzle , starting with his thoughts 
about t he nature of t he phenomenon. He 
said something was definitely 11going on ,•• 
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what we have to do is add up all these clues, 
first making sure that all the clues are 
right. I n  just about any s ubject , rumour , 
superstition and wishful thinking are rife 
but in t his subject , particularly so. One 
of the main job s is sifting , carefully ... 
this is why we pay really very little at­
tention t o  single-witness cases becau se , 
aft er all , they ( the witnes ses) might have 
hallucinated , t hey might have wanted so much 
to see a UFO tha t they transformed Venu s in­
to a UFO , or something of that sort. But 
when you have several witnes s es , especially 
if they have some measure of i ndependence , 
and you then collect those reports and com­
pare them , of course you expec t to find 
variations , human nature is human nature , 
obse rvation differs , but you do then come 
to the conclu sion tha t it was a real thing 
they observed and not some hallucination. 
I f  five people , who would certainly have 

different psychological breaking poin t s , were 
all to report seeing the same thing simul­
taneously , and describe it identically in 
detail , in other words a five-part hallucin­
ation , then it seems that would be just as 
puzzling as the UFO phenomenon. 

although it was sometimes difficult to dif­
ferentiate between an objective reality and 
the exis tence of something in people1s minds. 
Maybe , he s ugges ted , it was a phenomenon so 
rare that it had hardly ever been recorded 
under reasonably controlled conditions. 

Maccabee : I have considered the pos sibility 
that s ome reports sugges t hardware of some 
sort. I n  other words , some people are re­
porting seeing definitely s haped , apparently 
metallic objects. lt is kind of hard to im­
agine , in a mutiple-witnes s report , that 
they (the witnesses) are all hallucinating 
something tha t  looks like a piece of hard­
ware. There are als o  reports of what we may 
call entities , or creatures , that are as soc­
iated wit h  these things ( UFOs). I f  you col­
lect all of these reports , it appears that 
somebody , from somewhere , is coming here. 
Ot her bizarre reports have stated that some­
thing just seemed to appear in a certain 
place. I f  it just appears , what does that 
mean? I s  t here a higher dimensionality , or 
some thing . • .  somebody could be time travel­
ling and breaking into our universe at a 
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particular place? These are all highly 
speculative and, to s ome degree, unwarrant­
ed speculations because we do not have en­
ough hard evidence to enable us to pi. n  down 
what is going on . There is a whole collec­
tion of unidentified phenomena which is gen­
erally grouped under the cla s sification 
UFOs ,  and s ome of these might be natural, 
s ome may be unnatural . lt is difficult to 
split them apart and analyze one section. 

Fogart y : Some people would s ay that becaus e  
of the number of UFO reports round the world 
over many years, there s hould be something 
more s ubstantial to work on . . •  like a 
crashed saucer, s omething as s olid as that . 
Are you aware of any s ol id evidence that 
does exis t? 

Maccabee : Take the first implication that 
there s hould be s ome evidence. I f  there 
are UFOs that are s pacecraft flying around, 
s hould they crash? lt is not inconceiv­
able that somebody could come up with a 
technology that is s o  succes sful that the 
number of crashes is zero, or so small, 
that the chance of finding something is van­
is hingly small. A large portion of the 
Earth is water, or land where hardly anyone 
goes. There could have been crashes here 
and there that have jus t  not been recorded. 
Sceptics have argued that our technology 
is not perfect, therefore "the i rs• •  won • t be 
perfect, therefore we should find cras hed 
saucers ,  or something . Now if it is not 
hardware, but some s ort of psychic projec­
tion as s ome people have argued, then there 
is not going to be any hard evidence. Per­
sonally, I do not know of any crashed sau­
cers, but there have been reports ,  some of 
which have even come out of the U S  military 
and the military of other countries. I 
know of s ome reports that have even been 
generated by people employed in intelligence 
agencies . The problem is to dig something 
out . I n  the United States, for examp 1 e, 
UFOs have been treated as a military problem 
right from the beginn i ng. Originally it 
was thought that the Rus sians might have got 
a super jump ahead of us. Becaus e  the mili­
tary treated it as an intelligence s ubject, 
they tended to keep their information 
secret . I n  a situation like that only a 
handful of people might have gone to a 
crashed saucer site . They would then have 
been sworn to secrecy with the threat of 
life imprisonment if they revealed anything. 
I f  that happened, say back in the late 1 940s 

or early 50s, any informa tion about a crash­
ed saucer might have just plain disappeared . 
A very interesting aspect of th i s  subject 
though is that in the last couple of years 
there have been stories turning up, literal­
ly com .ing out of the woodwork, about people 
who have seen various bits of information 
that in the early 1950s, or late 40s, there 
may have been crashes of objects, that (the 
objects) were then transported to various 
US bases . lt would appear that whatever 
the Air Force got hold of, and �et's exclude 
crashed s aucers for a moment, they just did 
not know what to do with it. So it was not 
really an intentional cover-up . . •  they just 
did not know what to do with it . They want­
ed to get rid of it and they is sued state­
ments saying that they d i dn't have anything. 
You know, the Air Force ended its i nvestiga­
tion in 1969 leaving 700 cases unexplained. 
I f  there were that many unexplaned cases, 

what caused them? The Air Force took the 
attitude "we cannot explain it, let's go on 
to s omething else1 1• 

Fogarty : What is the present attitude of 
the American defence establishment? 

Maccabee : I f  you were to write to the Presi­
dent, to NASA, or the Air Force, you would 
get directed to some public affairs office 
which would answer with an official form 
letter saying that the Air Force closed its 
investigation in 1969 and there was no evi­
dence that UFOs were extra-terrestrial craft, 
or a superior technology, and that, as a re­
sult of the Condon Study of 1967-69 there 
was no point in continuing what was Project 
Blue Book. However, you have to understand 
that if someone in t he military sees some­
thing oddball in the sky, then they should 
report it to military intelligence . lt 
might just happen to be a ballistic mis sile 
heading for Washington DC, or Melbourne, 
Australia. So, things like that do get re­
ported. Certain UFO reports keep coming in­
to the intelligence community . I n  fact, 
there is a specific document, if you're in 
the US military, relating to how to make 
such reports and if you think it's super 
urgent you can say the secret code word, as 
it were, and get straight through to 
Washington. 
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DR R I CHARD F r  HA I NES 

The special forte 
of this NASA re­
search s cientist 
is the s tudy of 
UFO encounters re­
ported by air 
crews . He has 
about 3,000 cas es 
on his files, from 
many countries, 
and dating back to 
the 1920s. He has 
also taken a g reat 
interest in the in­

c i dent i nvolving a young Melbourne pilot, 
Freder i ck Valentich, who d i sappeared over 
Ba s s  Stra i t  on October 21, 1978, after he 
reported that h i s  single-engined aircraft 
was being bu zzed by a UFO . Haines says 
most of the sight i ngs on his files would be 
cla s s i fied as ' 'nocturnal lig hts ". However , 
there are a small number of cases where 
p i lots reported seeing large obj ects, w i th 
physical details s uch as seams , near their 
aircraft. 

Fogarty : You are talking about apparently 
metallic c raft? 

Haines : Apparently metallic craft, yes . 
The word silver, aluminium and chromium are 
words that are repeated very, very often. 

Fogart y :  Are the pilots involved commercial 
or military, or both? 

Haines : My own files have military, com­
mercial, private and tes t  pilots . • .  these 
are the four categories and , of course, I 
have files on each of the four. The ma­
j ority are commercial. For my own research 
I purpos ely disregard single-pilot sight-

ing s and I will only analyse sig hting s wit h  
two or more obse rvers onboard the plane, 
for reliability reasons. I n  a few isolated 
ca ses, 1 ike the Valentich disappearance, 
that is such an interest i ng cas e  to me that 
I have looked into it . But with single 

pilots there has to be s ome supportive evi­
dence to go along with it otherwise I will 
not waste my time. I think it's important 
to point out that the majority of commercial 
pilot sighting s I have involve two to four 
witnes ses simultaneously which ce rtainly 
lends some credibility to the fact that 
something very s trange is occu ring. lt 
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doesn't explain any better what the phenom­
enon is, but it lends s ome believability to 
the basic event. 

Fogarty : Are these pilots p repared to be 
named. Have they given t heir names to you, 
have their names been in the news media? 

Haines : Some have, and of course some others 
fear ridicule and will not allow t hei r names 
to be used. 

Fogart y :  Has anyone been hu rt in these aer­
ial encounters between planes and these UFOs,  
disregarding the Valentich case fo r a moment. 
I s  there any evidence, in the cases you have 
studied, that these obj ects mean any harm? 

Haines : That is a difficult question to an­
swer. There are a number of Ai r Force cases 
from Project Blue Book, well f rom history 
now, a good number of years back, that raise 
some interesting ques tions along those line� 
Because the data is so difficult to get hold 
of, I cannot comment on i t  di rectly . When 
one writes (to the) officials about more in­
fo rmation what usually happens is we get a 
polite letter that says no further informa­
tion exists. So from the military point of 
view, I gues s my answer would have to be 
that I do not have any evidence of that na­
ture . More recently there have been report­
ed cases of a i rcraft damage in flig ht, by 
running into objects. 

Fogarty : What sort of damage are you talk­
ing about? 

Haines : Oh, dents fo r instance, or bent 
ailerons, or landing gea r bent . 

Fogarty : I would a s s ume that if two objects 
(a plane and a UFO) were to collide at the 
speeds t hey would be t ravelling at, then 
you would expect more than dents? 

Haines : That's rig ht 

Fogart y : What does t hat indicate to you? 

Haines : I do not know yet. That is a good 
ques tion. There has been a repo rted UFO 
case of a private pilot fly i ng into Mexico 
City who cla ims that he was encountered, or 
accosted, by several discs and one of them 
came so close it actually dented a po rtion 
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of the aircraft. Tha t's a light aircraft, 
of course, and the material, the metal on 
the out side of the plane, is certainly not 
as st rong as it would be on a commercial 
plane. The evidence of damage, or injury, 
is very sparse with pilots and who could 
say how many plane crashes, where there is 
a loss of life, might have some possible 
relationship to the UFO phenomenon. We 
just do not know. There is no way of know­
ing that. 

Fogart y :  This sort of denting would suggest 
that these objects, although they might look 
met allic, are not me tallic? 

Hai nes : Tha t  1 s right. I think we need to 
know far more about the effect of high en­
ergy density. For inst ance, can you get an 
implosion effect on a me tal structure, as 
if it were a mechanical force or impart on 
t he surface of the skin of an aircraft, 
which was not a mechanical impact at  all 
but, le t's say, a high energy density con­
tact  which causes t he me tal to deform? We 
just don ' t underst and that much yet about 
me tallurgy to draw conclusions about whe ther 
the object outside the plane was a metallic 
object. Perhaps i t  was just nothing bu t a 
plasma, a very high energy densit y  plasma, 
we just don't know, or (maybe it was ) some 
other phenomenon for that mat ter. 

Fogart y : Do you find this rather frustrat ­
ing? 

Hai nes : Well, yes and no. As a scientist 
I have t o  deal with some frustrations in 

regular scien tific work. By the way, t his 
research is entirely a hobby and I do it 
entirely on my own time and I do not make 
any pronouncements representing my employer. 

Fogarty : Tha t was wha t I was going to ask 
nex t. Wha t is t he official at titude ot 
your employer (NASA) . Do they discourage 
you, encourage you, or db they just not say 
anyt hing? 

Haines : They neither encourage or discour­
age me. They have not t aken a public stand 
on it (the UFO phenomenon). I ' m sure many 
people realise the agency is very busy with 
some important projects and th i s  particular 
subj ect has not ye t been accepted as one 
of the official projects that we are doing 
and I do not know of any NASA research on 
t he subject. So, those of us who do research 
on UFOs, do i t  as private citizens. 

Fogarty : What about your colleagues, how do 
they trea t you? 

Haines : have found generally that they 
are very open-minded and accepting and, i n  
fact, curious. They are perhaps as curious 
as I am, but because of their involvement 
wit h  their own line of research they do not 
have the time to spend on it. On the other 
hand I have some very close friends inside 
the agency who are doing their own research 
on this subject. So I am certainly - not 
alone. There are many of us 

Fogarty : I do not wan t to back you into a 
corner but what do you think UFOs are, or 
represent. Do you have any ideas you are 
prepared to state publicly? 

Haines : No. As a mat ter of fact I do not 
have a publ i c  opinion on that issue. I can 
say this, however, that I don't have any 
direct evidence that UFOs represent visitors 
from outer space. I repea t, I don't have 
any evidence of that kind. Right now, I 
guess I • m  tending in the direc tion of a nat ­
u r

·
a 1 phenomenon about wh i eh we know very 

lit tle and science has not ye t accepted. 
There are many examples of that in history 
which I • m  sure your readers are aware of. 
Until other evidence comes along I guess I • m  
going to 1 ive with tha t  one for a while and 
continue to do wha t I would conside r (to be ) 
open-minded research and look at all the 
evidence. As a scientist I • ve got to consi­
der all the evidence and systematically check 
the hypo theses that are available and see 
how the data fits the hypotheses . l  

Bi l l  Chalker i s  continuing to l i aise w i th the Royal Austral i an A ir Force 
{RAAf} and has returned to Canberra a second time to rev i ew  more newly 
released fi l es . There fore , readers can l ook forward to compl ete coverage 
of RAAF invest igat i ons from 1955-1980 being presented in future i ssues o f  
UFORAN - 1  
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Quentin Edward 
Fogarty , born 
September 2 8 ,  
l9 46 , Dunedin , 
New Zealan d ,  
has worked as 
a j ournalist 

for the past 
l8 years for 
both the print 
and electronic 
( radio/tele-

vision } medi a , 
in New Zealand , 
Aus tral ia , 
I reland . He is 
married to a 
fe l low j our­

nalist and they have three children , all 
boys - Daniel 7 ,  Benj amin 5 and Samuel 18 
months . At the time of the New Zealand 
UFO sight ings , he was working for Channe l 
0 ( s ince renamed Channe l  10 } in Me lbourne . 
For the pas t three years he has wo rked as 
a freelance j ournalist and fi lm-maker and , 
for the past six months , he has been work­
ing ful l-time for National Nine News in 
Melbourne . 

Fogarty has completed a book on his UFO 

QUENTIN E.  FOGARTY 

experiences , titled "Let ' s  Hope They ' re 
Friendly " , and it is due to be published by 
Angus and Robertson about July . It will 
have a colour photo section showing the best 
single frames from the film and two b lack 

and white photo sections . The title is a 

direct quote from Fogarty ' s  commentary re­
corded as the events were happening off the 
Kaikoura Coast and re flects some of the fear 
and uncertainty experienced by Fogarty and 
his film crew . The book is unique in that 
it is not a "UFO" book in the traditional 
sense . Fogarty has no consuming interest in 
the subj ect and he is not trying to push any 
particular barrow . I t  is s imply the s tory 

of what can , and did , happen to a group of 
ordinary people caught up in a series of ex­
traordinary events . As we ll as detail ing 
the events leading up to the s ightings , and 
the s ightings themselves , the book also ex­
plores what happened to Fogarty and his col­
leagues in the months that fol lowed , especial­
ly their treatment at the hands o f  the s cep­
tics and the professional debunkers . All of 
these experiences are faithful ly recorded in­
cluding an extraordinary meeting with the 
arch-villian of ufology , Phi l ip Klas s . That 
meeting takes up an entire chapter and it is 
sub-tit led , "A Klassical Encounter" . It has 

an afterward by J. Allen Hynek . l  
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BY DR BR UCE S .  MACCABEE 

As a re s u l t  o f  a continuin� a r� ument wit h 
Phi l iP K l ass < I  ima�in e  YO U re c o�niz e t h e  
name > I h ave done a c onsid e rab l e amo unt o f  
r e ana i Ysis o f  va rio us P o rtions o f  t h e  1978 
N ew Z e a l an d c as e , an d now h ave f u rt h e r  in­
fo rmation which is no t con t aine d  in mY o r­
i�in a l re P o rt < a l t h o u�h s ome mo dific a t ions 
of t h e  r e P o rt h ave be en made as a re s u l t  
o f  new inf o rm a t ion > :  

Th e mo s t  wid e l Y  P ub l iciz e d P o r tion o f  
t h e  s i� h t in� t o o k  P l ac e  a s  t h e  P l an e  f lew 
no r t h - e a s t  o u t  o f  C h ris t ch u rc h  at ab o u t  
2 : 16 a . m .  o n  D e c embe r 31 , �978. T h e  s i�h t­
in� be�an a t  an e s tima t e d  t ime of 2 : 19 : 30 
a . m. P i u s o r  min u s  30 s e co n d s . Film f rom 
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t his P o rtion o f  t h e  si� h t in� was s h own aro und 
t h e wo r l d . One P o rtion, in P a rticu l a r, s h ow­
e d  l a r�e dim ima�es wit h  h o rizont a l  l in e s  �a­
in� t h ro u�h t h e  ima� e s . Th e s e  ima�e s  we re 
va rio uslY d e s c ribe d  as bein� f rom P h o t o� raP h Y  
o f  J u Pit e r  and Ven u s ! To one who h as s e en 
t h e  wh o l e  fi l m  t h e s e  identific ations we re 
imme diat e l Y ridic u l o u s  be c au s e  the ban ds 
we re C a re > s e en t o  move U P  and down t h ro u�h 
the  la r�e ima�e s ,  which is an imP o s sibi l it Y  
f o r t h e  ban d s  o f  J u Pit e r  C o r Venus > .  S u b ­
s e q u entlY a ve ry P rob able e x Plana tion f o r  
the s e  b an ds h as c ome t o  li�h t .  Th e e x P l ana­
tion relie s U P on two emPi r i c a l  obs e rvations 

( re P ro d u cib l e und e r  labo ra t o ry con ditions > :  
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a >  a d e f o c us e d  �a�e h a s t h e  s h a P e  o f  t h e  
c am e ra a P e rt u re < ro un d  in t his c as e >  
and 

b> w h en a smal I < dist ant > s o u r c e  of c onsi­
d e rable b ri�h tn e s s  is P h o t o� ra P h e d  wit h 
a d e f o c u s e d  lens t h ro u�h Plane �las s  
t h a t is t ilt e d  wit h  re s P e c t  t o  t h e  op­
tic axis o f  t h e  c ame ra C i.e. t h e  si� h .t ­
in� dire c t ion t o  t h e  li� h t > , bands w il I 
a P P e a r  a c ro s s  t h e  d e f o c u s e d  ima� e . 

I h a d  initial IY a s s um e d  t h a t  t h e  la r�e 
ima� e s  w e re d u e  t o  d e f o c u s, ano wh en t h e  
inf o rma t ion abo u t  t h e  ban d s  bein� f orme d  
b Y  lo o kin� t h ro u�h window �las s a t  a s t e e P  
an�le be c am e  available, I c on clu d e d  t h a t  
t h e  ban d s  t h ro u�h t h e  C ro c k e t t  ima�es w e re 
a res ult of his lo o kin� d ownw a r d  t h ro u�h t h e  
airP i ane window a t  a ra t h e r  s t e e P  an�le . 

O t h e r  e x P l ana t ions f o r  t h e  li�h t s e e n  
< an d  P h o t o� ra P h e d >  w e re o f f e re d, ran�i� 
f rom Venu s an d li� h t  re fle c t e d  o f f  ma t in� 
mu t t on bi rds, t o  li�h t f rom a sin� l e  s q uid 
bo a t  < an d  eve n  to  fla s h in� be a c ons on t h e  
c o a s t > .  A I  I e x Planations e x c e P t  t h e  sin�le 
s q u i d bo a t  a re t rivial t o  t h row o u t . < H ow­
eve r, I s h o uld mention t h a t  Klas s was t h e  
firs t t o  push  t h e  f la s hin� b e a con h Y P o t h e­
sis ' and h e  a r� u e d  abo u t  t h a t  - in le t t e r  
e x ch an� e s  - f o r abo u t  a Y e a r  be f o re �ivin� 
u P > .  Th e s q uid bo a t  s u�� e s tion is no t as  
t rivial be c a u s e  s q uid bo a t s  a re ve rY b ri�h t 
li�h t s o u rc e s ,  as was t h e  obj e c t  which was 
film e d. 

H ow eve r, t h e  s q uid bo a t  e x Plana tion h a s  
P ro blems, t o o, no t t h e  le as t o f  which is 
t h a t  t h e  P o s sible i d e ntif ic a t ion as a s q uid 
bo a t  " e lu d e d" t h e  inq ui rin� minds of  two 
t rain e d  Pilo t s  w h o  h ave flown N ew Z e aland 
w a t e rs f o r manY Y e a rs and h a d  s e en s q uid 
bo a t s  a t  va rio u s  dis t an c e s  f o r  manY Y e a rs 
an d wh o we re aw a r e  t h a t  bp a t s  o f  t h e  s q uid 
fle e t  w e re in N.Z. wat e rs and even c o rre c t ­
l Y  id entif i e d  t h e  li� h t  f rom t h e  main 
s q uid f l e e t  < 140 n a u t i c al mile s e as t  s o u t h ­
e a s t  o f  C h ris t c h u rc h > .  O t h e r  P ro blems wit h 
s q uid b o a t  ex Plana tion incl u d e  t h e app a rent 
rela t ive mo tions of t h e  li�h t wit h  re s P e c t  
t o  t h e  Plane a s  i t  t u rn e d t ow a r d  t h e  li�h t 
< abo u t  40 nau tical miles f rom C h ris t ch u rch 
wh e n  t h e  Plane t u rn e d  to  t h e  ri�h t > ,  and 
a f ew minu t es la t e r  w h e n  t h e  Plane t u rne d 
t o  t h e  le f t .  A c c o rdin� t o  t h e  c o Pilo t ,  in 
a r e c o r d in� m a d e  onlY f o u r  d aY s  a f t e r  t h e  
event, t h e  li�h t  < wh i c h  was o n  t h e ri�ht 

side of t h e  Plane > "k e P t  s t a t i on wit h  us" 
as  t h e  Plane t u rne d le f t. N o t e  t h a t  t h e  
li�h t was o n  t h e  o u t si d e  o f  t h e  t u rn a t  t h e  
t �e - a ve r Y  dif ficult mano e uve r f o r  a 
s q ui d  bo a t. 

O f  c o u rs e, Ire l and's < Wm Ire l and o f  N . Z . > 
f ailu r e  t o  lo ca t e  a re�is t e re d  bo at at t h e  
lo c a tion c an no t be dis re�a rd e d  simPlY bY 
s aYin� t h a t a bo at  co uld h ave be en fishin� 
il le�al IY and h ave t h u s  no t wish e d  t o  re­
P o rt it s P o sition . Th e f a c t  is t h a t  t h e 
s q uid bo a t  a t  t h e  P o sition s u��e s t e d  b Y  
I reland < o r a s omewh a t  dif f e rent P o sition 
s u�� es t e d  bY Kla s s  - Y e s, h e  � ave U P  on 
be a c ons an d � rabb e d  ont o t h e  s q uid be a d  h Y­
P o t h e sis > is in le�al fis h in� wa t e rs, s o ,  if 
a bo a t  fis h e d  t h e re ,  it wo uld on l Y  be il­
le�a l if t h e  bo a t  did no t r e P o rt. Th e re f o re, 
wh Y no t re P o rt ?  

Fu r t h e r  ci rcums t antia l evi d ence a� ains t 
a sin� l e  bo at  in t h e  P e�as us BaY < ne x t  t o  
C h ris t c h u rch > c omes f rom t h e  t e s timonY o f  
ano t h e r airc ra f t  Pi l o t o f  manY Y e a rs ex­
P e rienc e wh o s a i d  that  s q uid bo a t s  t end to  
fis h  in Pairs, and t h a t t h ro u� h o u t  his Y e a rs 
o f  o b s e rvin� s q uid b o a t s  h e  was no t awa re o f  
anY time wh en b o a t s  a c t u al I Y  fish e d  in t h e  
B a Y  < h ow eve r, t h e Y  w o u l d  c h e c k  int o  t h e  
Ch ri s t c h u rch P o rt f o r  s u P P l i e s ) .  I t  m u s t  be 
remembe re d t h a t  s q uid b o a t s  fis h  w i t h  s ev­
e ral h un d r e d  t h o u s and wa t t s  o f  li� h t s  run­
nin� continu o u slY f o r h o u rs, which mus t b e  
q uit e an e x P ens e, b o t h  in ele c t ric i t Y  and 
in l i�h t b ulb s. So if b o a t s  don't � ene ral l Y  
< eve r? > h ave t h eir l i�h t s  on in t h e  P e�as us 
B a y, t h en t h e re P rob ablY a re no < o r  f ew >  
s q uid in t h e  B a Y. N o t e: o t h e r  bo a t s  we re 
l o c a t e d  fis h in� in P airs at t h e  no rt h and 

w e s t  sid e s  of t h e  S o u t h  I sland - I reland 
r e P o rt e d  t h e s e  b o a t s  as re�is t e re d .  Fu rt h e r­
mo re, t h e Y s h owe d u P  on s a t e l lit e ima� e rY a t  
midni� h t .  N o  b o a t  s h owe d U P  o n  s a t e  I lit e 
ima�e rY in t h e  Pe�a s u s  B ay, h oweve r .  

A I  I o f  t h e  cir c ums t antia l evi d e nc e  a r� u e s  
q uit e s t ron� l Y  a�a ins t t h e  s q uid bo a t  e x Plan­
ation . H oweve r, t h e  d e a t h knel I c om e s  f r om 
t h e  P h o t o� ra P hic ima� e rY. Since a s q uid 
bo a t  is ve rY b ri� h t ,  I h a d  ex P e c t e d  t h a t, if 
one o f  t h e s e  bo a t s, a r e f le c t i on wo uld b e  
visible in t h e  wat e r. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  witn e s s e s  
d i d  re P o rt s e ein� a re fle ction o n c e .  Dennis 
Grant s aid it was one o f  t h e  mo s t  imP r es sive 
of si�h t s. B u t h e  indic a t e d  t h at  t h e re was 
a c onsid e rable s e P a ra t i on be twe en t h e  main 
li�ht and its re fle c t ion - a s e P a r a tion o f  
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m anY d e � re e s . S u ch a s e P a ra t ion s h o u l d  no t 
b e  v i s ib I e at a I I t o  t h e  na k e d  e Y e  for I i�h ts 

o n  a s q u i d  b o at < 10 me t re s  a b o v e  the  w a t e r  
o r  l e s s ? > a t  a d is t an c e  s u c h  a s  t h a t  e s t i­
m a t e d  b Y  I re l an d  o r  K l as s  < i . e .  � re a t e r  
t h an 20 n a u t i c a l mi l e s o r  37km > . Th an k s  
t o  t h e  e f f o rt s  o f  C a P t . S t a rt u P an d s ome 
of h is P i l o t f ri en d s  I was � i v en P i c t u re s  
o f  � u a rant e e d  s q u i d  b o a t s  t w o  Y ea rs a�o . 
U P on s ub s e q u e n t  ana l Y s i s  o v e r t h e  l as t  
c o u P l e  o f  Y e a rs I h a v e c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  
P i c t u re s  s h ow - v e rY v is ib l Y  - t h e  e x P e c t e d  
re f l e c t i o n .  I t  i s  a s o rt o f  t r ian� u l a r 
� l ow . w i t h  t h e  a P e x  P o int in� d ownwa rds an d 
t h e  b as e  o f  t h e  t r i an� l e  U Pwa rd a�a ins t 
t h e  v e ry b ri�h t  � l ow o f  t h e  b o a t . Th e s e 
P i c t u re s  w e re s h o t  und e r c on d i t ions s im i l a r 
t o  C ro c k e t t ' s  P i c t u re s  < c ame raman ) , b o t h  
i n  t e rms o f  d i s t an c e  and in t e rms o f  c ame ra 
f o c a  I I e n� t h . T h e  P i c t u re s  a re c o  I o r  
s l i d e s  on ASA 200 f i l m  < wh e re a s  C ro c k e t t ' s  
is a c o l o r mo v i e  on ASA 400 f i l m > . A CARE­
FUL SEARCH OF ALL FRAMES O F  THE CHR I STCHURCH 
IMAGERY I N  THE CROC KETT FI LM FA I LS TO RE­
VEAL ANY H I NT O F  A REFLECT I ON BELOW THE 
I MAGE C OR ABOVE , OR BES I DE , OR ANYWHERE > .  

N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y , t h e  f a i l u re o f  t h e  
C r o c k e t t  f i l m  t o  s h ow a re f l e c t i on i s  a 
" d i f f i c u l t " < t o s a Y  t h e  l e as t >  P ro b l em f o r  
t h e  s q u i d b o a t  h Y P o t h e s i s t o  o v e rcome . 

Th u s  s in k e t h  t h e s q u i d  b o a t ! 

A s e c t i on o f  t h e  f i l m  wh i c h  was n e v e r 
s h own P u b l i c a ! I Y  < in d i v i d u a l ima� e s  h a v e  
b e en P Ub l i s h e d , h owe v e r >  was t h e  l a s t  s e c­
t i on o f  f i l m  o f  un i d en t i f i e d  l i� h t s . I t  
s h ows a l i� h t  P u l s a t in� f rom e x t reme l Y  
b r i� h t  wh i t e  t o  d im re d / o ran�e s t r u c t u re s . 

A I  I a t t emP t s  t o  i d en t i f Y  t h is l i�h t a s  a 
known s o u rc e  h av e  f a i l e d .  Th is h as inc l u d­
ed a re v iew o f  a l  I c o as t a l b e a cons , an d a l  I 
P o s s ib l e  l i� h t  s o u r c e s  in B l enh e im t h a t  
m i�h t " f i l I t h e  b i l 1" . K l a s s  h as s u�� es t e d  
a re f l e c t ion o f  t h e  r e d  ro t a t in� b e a c on on 
toP  of  t h e  P l an e  o f f  a P ro P e l l o r - an d t h a t 
t h is r e f l e c t ion in t h e  P rO P e l l o r was P h o t o ­
� ra P h e d  b Y  C ro c k e t t .  "Unf o r t una t e l Y " K l a s s  
h a s  b e en unab l e  t o  ex P l a in h ow t h e  b ri�h t  
r e d  l i�h t c o u l d  P ro d u c e  s a t u ra t e d  P U re wh i t e 
C o r s l i� h t i Y  Y e  I l ow i s h  wh i t e >  ima� e s . Th is 
f a i l u re on h is P a rt < re a l I Y  on mY P a rt , 
s in c e  h e  a s k e d  me t o  f i� u re o u t  h ow s u ch a 
t h in� c o u l d  t a k e  P l a c e  - t o  s a v e  h is h Y Po­
t h e s is , I � u e s s > me ans t h a t  t h e re is no  e x ­
P l an a t i on a t  P re s ent known f o r  t h e  f l a s h in� 
l i�h t .  H owe v e r ,  K l a s s  d i d  d r aw my a t t ent ion 
to the f a c t t h a t  the re d f l a s h in� l i� h t  on 
t o P  of t h e  P l ane had a f re q u encY n e a r l Y  e q u a l 
t o , o r  t q u a l t o , t h e  f re q u en c Y  o f  t h e  unknown 
l i�h t . We know t h e  f re q u en c Y  o f  t h e  re d 
l i� h t  on t o P  o f  t h e  P l ane b e c a us e C ro c k e t t  
f i l me d  i t  wh i l e  t h e  P l ane was on t h e  � ro un d  
a t  B l enh e im BEFO RE t h e  P l ane t o o k  o f f  f o r  
i t s  a d v e n t u re s  t h a t  f a t e f u l n i�h t .  W e  a l s o 
know f r om t h e  ima�e ry t h a t  wh en an int ens e 
re d l i� h t  is P h o t o� raP h e d  t h e  ima�e maY 
"b u rn t h ro u�h" the re d emu l s ion and h a v e  a 
Y e  I l ow cent re , b u t t h e  re dn e s s  o f  t h e  l i�h t 
is s t i l I e v i dent b e c a u s e  o f  a w i d e  re d f r in� e 
a ro un d  t h e  cent ra l o v e rex P o s e d  P o rt ion . 

From c omP a rin� t h e  f re q u en c y  o f  t h e  re d 
a i rP i ane l i� h t  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  unknown re d /  
wh i t e  f l a s h in� l i�h t ,  I am l e a d  t o  won de r 
w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  unknown l i� n t  h a d  a d j u s t ­
e d  i t s  f re q u en c Y  t o  ma t ch t h a t  o f  t h e  P l an e ! 
A P O s i t i v e  ind i c a t ion o f  int e l l i�enc e ? l 

UFO RESEARCH PUBLICITY BOARD 

I n  the May 11, 1982, ed i t i on of "People" magaz i ne an art i cle appeared i n  "The P i nkney 
Report" called " Glow i ng ' c i gar • i n  n i ght sky" wh i ch was accompan i ed by two photographs ­
one of an "eer i e  object - shot as i t  hovered at n i ght over Queenslands Sunsh i ne Coast" and 
the other of s treetl i ghts as a compar i son by wh i ch to prove the authent i c i ty of the object. 

Frank G i llesp i e, Publ i c i ty Board member and ACUFO S Sc i ent i f i c  Consultant spec i al i z i ng i n  
photography, wrote the follow i ng to the Ed i to r, People, regard i ng the obj ect . "The photo­
graph, wh i ch i s  pr i nted ups i de down, i s  a s treet lamp ; w i th the lower part of a street s i gn 
clearly show i ng the letters ' AV ' . The reason the support post i s  almost i nv i s i ble ( i t i s  
there ! )  i s  the short exposure used - probably about 1/SOOth of a second, and not 15 to 30 
m i nutes as cla i med".l 
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"UFOs AND THE LIMITS OF SCIENCE " 

A Book Review by Frank Gillespie 

AUTH O R : Ron a l d  D .  S to ry P UB L I S H E R :  N ew En g l i s h L i b ra ry 

I n  spite o f  s ome obvious incons i s tency in h i s  attitudes , and pos s ibly some unadmi t ted 

b i a s , Ron a l d  S to ry manages to p re s e n t  a factual and we l l  ba lanced view of both the b e s t  

a n d  t h e  wor s t  aspe cts o f  UFO c a s e s . As a n  i nevi t ab l e  re s ul t , there are times when the 

action drags , and one is tempted to skip long pas s age s , in the hope of some th ing mo re ex­

c i t ing furth e r  on . Thi s  is a book wh i ch s e r ious UFO inve s t igators wi l l  find inva luab l e , 

even though , according to S to ry ' s  own s urvey , mo s t  o f  them d i s agre e  with h im ; both on the 

cho i c e  of the ten b e s t  c as es , and on the importance wh i ch Story attaches to them . 

Like Ph i l ip Klas s , S to ry be l i eves that i f  the very b e s t  o f  a l l  UFO cas e s  can be given 

a s c ie nt i f i c  exp l anation , then i t  i s  fut i l e  to examine any further evidence . Thi s  i s  about 

as ext reme as J ames E .  Obe rg ' s  propo s i t ion ( 1 ) , that unt i l  every s ingle UFO event is ex­

p l a i ne d , there is always the chance that one might be a genuine un ident i f iab l e  ob j e c t . 

Both o f  the s e  ideas leave no room for argume nts based on s tati s t i cs ; on s i gn i f icant cor­

relations found within the great mas s  o f  UFO evidence , regardles s o f  the weakness o r  

s trength o f  any i ndivi dual UFO report . Story ( and Obe rg )  can the re fore be charged with 

re j e c t ion o f  what has be come the bas i s  o f  everyday l i fe ; f rom eval uat ion o f  the e f fect ive­

ne s s  of a new drug , to the premiums charged for ins urance ; from the l atest advertis ing 

t e chnique s , to the pre d i c t ion of tomorrow ' s  weathe r .  Wi thout s tatistics , there would be 

ve ry l i tt le of s o c iety , civi l i s ation or te chno logy in exis tence as we know it today . 

One i t em in the book , o f  spe c i a l  pe rsonal intere s t  to me , is the f i rs t  photog raph i c  

c a s e  i n c l uded b y  Story . I t  i s  a c l as s i c  example o f  the fut i l i ty o f  complete re l i ance on 

comput e r  analys i s , to the exclus ion of care ful visual examinat ion coup l e d  with e f fic ient 

use o f  the brain . The c e l ebrated Trent photographs have eme rged un s c athe d from computer 

t e s ts carried out first by Wi l l iam H .  Soaul ding , and later by Dr B ruce Macc abee ; yet in 

one o f  the photog raphs , the s t r ing s upporting the mode l has been c l e a rly vi s ib l e  in every 

reproduction I have s een , inc luding the one in th i s  book . Computers , at b e s t , can on ly be 

as good a s  the programme r ;  and if the re i s  some rel evan t factor wh i ch i s  not known to the 

programme r ,  the re i s  no way the computer wi l l  ever give mean ingful in formation on this 

facto r . On the oth e r  hand , the computer may we l l  give cons iderab le mis in formation on other 

aspe c t s , s imply because th i s  factor was omi t ted f rom the programme . 

Right th rough the book , Story cont inual ly emphas i s e s  that the re i s  more than one vi ew­

po int s upported by th e evidence , and that none o f  the s e  are proven ; and immediate ly after­

wards , he proc l a ims h i s  f i rm  be l i e f  in j us t  one po int o f  view . Th i s  hardly qua l i fies him 

to c r it i c i s e UFO l og i s t s  of any persuas ion , for the i r  personal be l i e f s . The overa l l  impres­

s ion g iven by the book , i s  tha t  S tory would like UFOs to f i t  within the framework o f  s c i ence, 

but that , un l ike Klas s , he i s  not prepared to i nvent new s c ience j us t  to ach i eve th is happy 

s tate . Th i s  i s  shown , f i nal ly , by h i s  inc lus ion as an appendix , a paper wri tten by B ruce 

Murray of the C a l i forn i a  I n s t i tute of Techno logy . Murray cites many examples o f  we l l  known 

facts wh i ch have turned out to be f a l s e , and conc lude s that we l ive in a s tate of uncer­

tainty . He then condemns as barbarious , any b e l i e fs wh i ch s e em cont rary to the we l l  known 

facts o f  s c i ence , as though the s e  we re mag i c a l ly immune to uncerta inty . S to ry be l i eves 

there are unexp l a ined UFO c as e s ; but when it come s to a showdown , he is not wi l l ing to 

ac cept that any f acet of s c ie n c e  could be wrong . Th i s  i s  a pity , because without th is 

trace of b ias , the book could have been s o  much better . 

F i n a l l y , I have one sma l l  comp laint about the qua l i ty o f  Story ' s  rese arch . Every 

chapter in the book con c l udes with nume rous re ferences to h i s  sources o f  i n format ion ; but 

nowh e re does he quote a s ing le Aus t r a l i an UFO res ea rche r .  Even i n  deal ing with the famous 

Tul ly ( Queens l and ) f l ap , he can only quo te the Sydney S un-Herald ; and it would be better 

to omit the case a l together , rath e r  than re ly s o l e ly on media report ing . I hope the res t 

o f  h i s  homework was o f  a highe r  s t anda rd . 

( 1 ) Jame s E .  Obe rg , " Uniden t i f i ed Fraudul ent Ob j ects " ,  Ana log S c i ence F i ction/Sc ience Fact , 

November 19 76 . 1 




